
Cubed Circle Newsletter 220 – Styles Make Fights

We have a big issue for everyone this week covering not only the happenings of the 2016 Royal 
Rumble with the debut of AJ Styles, but also the booking philosophy behind that show, the RAW 
that followed, Mid-South from '82, Nakamura's NXT date, Guts, Sendai Girls, NOAH, and more!

– Ryan Clingman, Cubed Circle Newsletter Editor 

The Pro-Wres Digest for January 24th – January 30th 2016. 
Ben Carass.

It's official. Shinsuke Nakamura will debut for NXT at the live Takeover: Dallas special during 
WrestleMania weekend. After the news of Nakamura, AJ Styles Karl Anderson & Doc Gallows all 
giving New Japan their notice broke on January 5th after Wrestle Kingdom 10, the big question was 
whether they would end up in NXT or head straight to the main roster. Styles debuted in the Royal 
Rumble this past Sunday, however Nakamura stayed with New Japan for the Fantastica Mania tour 
and will be having his send-off show on 30/1 at Korakuen Hall. Unlike Styles though, Nakamura 
will not be starting on the main roster right away and his first ever WWE match will take pace on 
April 1st at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Centre in Dallas, TX against Sami Zayn. The 
announcement was made by William Regal at the NXT TV Tapings on 27/1 and WWE's Twitter 
account sent out a picture from Full Sail with Nakamura's face on the Titan Tron to hype his debut. 
It looks like Nakamura will be keeping his name for the time being, although it is not beyond the 
realm of possibility that he undergoes a similar WWE metamorphosis to Hideo Itami & Asuka after 
his first match with Zayn. There was some confusion last week as Nakamura still wore the IWGP 
Intercontinental championship on all the Fantastica Mania shows despite New Japan officially 
stripping him of the IC title on January 11th. Everything was cleared up on 25/1 during Nakamura's 
farewell press conference which aired on NJPWWorld when he handed the title back to Noaki 
Sugabayashi, who said he was sad to see Nakamura leave but wished him well and hopes he carries 
on his unique style in the US. Nakamura said it was a very big decision for him and he was grateful 
to New Japan for accepting his decision and for giving him a send-off match. He was asked if going
to WWE was due to him achieving everything he could in New Japan and he answered, “It was 
mostly age and this being the right time.” On fitting in the US, Nakamura commented, “If there's 
fun to be had, no matter how few slots there are to take, then I'll find a way to squeeze in overseas.” 
He answered a question about working a “foreign company's” style and doing long promos by 
saying he would just be himself and noted that going to WWE had been in his mind for a couple of 
years but he decided around November last year. Nakamura seemed genuinely emotional during the
press conference, which only lasted about 15 minutes, and said he was proud to had created a new 
value for the IC title. On his last match on 30/1 at Korakuen Hall, which is an all-star six-man tag of
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Hiroshi Tanahashi, Hirooki Goto & Katsuyori Shibata vs. Nakamura, Kazuchika Okada & 
Tomohiro Ishii, “I have bonds with everyone in [the match], I see them as my family, my brothers.” 

Archie “the Stomper” Gouldie sadly passed away on 23/1 at the age of 78. Gouldie was in many 
historian's eyes the greatest heel in the history of Stu Hart's Stampede Wrestling promotion and got 
into the business in quite the unusual way. In the early 60's, Gouldie, who was in attendance at a 
Stampede show purely as a fan, hit the ring and challenged the wrestlers to a fight. Stu invited 
Gouldie over to the infamous Dungeon if he thought he was tough enough and inevitably old Stu 
tortured and stretched Gouldie like he had to so many guys who thought they could beat up the 
“fake” wrestlers. Some months later, Gouldie, an ex-football player, apologised to Stu and asked 
him to train him properly and the rest, as they say, is history. Since Gouldie was from Carbon, 
Alberta, he never used the “Mongolian Stomper” gimmick in Calgary and soon became one of Stu's
top drawing heels. He held Stampede's North American heavyweight title a record 14 times between
1968 & 1984, beating Pat O'Connor on February 28th 1968 in Saskatoon, SK to become the first 
ever champion and defeating Bad News Allen on December 23rd 1983 in Calgary to regain the belt 

2



for the fourteenth, and final, time. The Stomper's final reign was the culmination of an infamous 
angle in 1983 that saw Bad News Allen turn on Gouldie and his kayfabe son, Jeff Gouldie (Tommy 
Lane), during a match with Bret Hart, Davey Boy Smith & Sonny Two Rivers (Super Strong 
Machine). Allen turned on Stomper and bloodied him up and while Kerry Brown tied the Stomper 
to the ring post, Allen destroyed Jeff and left him a bloody mess on the floor. The angle was so hot 
that a riot ensued, during which a woman was reportedly trampled, and the fans had to be evacuated
from the building, plus the boxing and wrestling commission banned Stampede from running in 
Calgary for six month afterwards. Gouldie began as “the Mongolian Stomper” in the US in 1963 for
Bob Geigel's Central States promotion, but found the most success in Tennessee in Memphis, where
he had numerous sell-outs against Jerry Lawler, and Knoxville, where he held the NWA Southern 
Heavyweight title a record 11 times between 1976 and 1981. Gouldie also worked briefly for Jim 
Cornette in Smoky Mountain in 1992, teaming with his former Knoxville rival, Ronnie Garvin and 
having a wild feud with Kevin Sullivan. Gouldie had been suffering from Alzheimer's Disease for 
several years and he fell and broke his hip two weeks before his death. He underwent hip 
replacement surgery but never recovered, additionally he was also battling pneumonia, and passed 
away in his sleep on 23/1. 

Dixie Carter is throwing around daddy's money again, as TNA announced on 25/1 that Davey 
Richards & Eddie Edwards had inked a new deal with the company; both men's previous deals were
set to run out on 30/4. There had been talk of WWE being interested in them again after their brief 
stint in NXT in late 2013, however TNA apparently offered them a better deal and they choice Aunt 
D over Uncle Paul. It remains to be seen how many times TNA re-signs the Wolves, but they have a
long way to go to beat Bram's record. Also, on 26/1, TNA announced that Jeff Hardy had resigned; 
like with the Wolves, there had been some talk in recent weeks of Hardy being open to a return to 
WWE. In typical ignorant TNA fashion, they are building to a Matt vs. Jeff feud on TV, which has 
failed every time it has been done, so it is highly likely that Matt Hardy will also sign a new deal 
some point soon. As usual, Jeff will be unable to fly over to the UK for the annual TV tapings so he 
will have to be written out of storyline for at least a month, which is becoming a yearly tradition. 

The RAW ratings were up a massive 18% from last week, with interest in the day after the Royal 
Rumble and the long segment involving the Rock averaged 4.09 million viewers over the three 
hours. 8pm did 4.14 million, 9pm did 4.18 million and 10pm did 3.97 million. In comparison, last 
year's show the day after the Rumble, the infamous show from the Titan Towers studio due to the 
blizzard, did a 3.27 rating, with 4.41 million viewers. TNA iMPACT did 339,000 from 9pm-11pm 
on PopTV, up 18,000 from last week. The midnight replay did 103,000, down from 123,000 in the 
same timeslot last week. That's a total of 442,000 cumulative viewers, down from 444,000 from last
week. 

If losing AJ Styles & Shinsuke Nakamura in the same month wasn't bad enough for New Japan, the 
company's biggest star over the last five or six years, Hiroshi Tanahashi, suffered a dislocated 
shoulder during the 23/1 main event of the Fantastica Mania show at Korakuen Hall, which saw 
Tanahashi, Mistico & Volador Jr. lose to Okada, Mephisto & Ultimo Guerrero, when Mephisto 
pinned Volador to set up their singles match on 24/1, which Volador ended up winning. Tanahashi 
revealed the injury on his blog on 25/1, which led people to initially believe that the injury occurred
on the 24/1 show, however Dave Meltzer and Chris Charlton confirmed that Tanahashi got hurt on 
23/1, which means he worked the final Fantastica Mania show on 24/1 with a dislocated shoulder. 
There is no word yet on the severity of the injury, or if it requires surgery, however the mentality in 
Japan is to work through injuries, especially if the company is relying on you to draw the houses. 
Tanahashi will almost certainly work Nakamura's farewell match on 30/1 and he is advertised for 
ROH's 14th Anniversary show on 26/2 in Las Vegas. The feeling was that Tanahashi would be the 
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mystery opponent for Kenny Omega on 14/2 at the New Beginning in Niigata to determine a new 
IWGP IC champion. I suppose if the injury isn't too serious, or even if it is, Tanahashi will likely 
work through the pain for as long as New Japan needs him.

There were some other newsworthy notes from the 24/1 Fantastica Mania show. Sho Tanaka and 
Yohei Komatsu lost their final match before heading off on their indefinite excursion to Mexico to 
Panther & Guerrero Maya Jr. Tanaka & Komatsu, who will go by the names Fujin & Raijin in 
CMLL (the Japanese gods of wind and thunder) cut short goodbye promos after the match and said 
they had the time of their lives as Young Lions and would return to New Japan as big stars. Mascara
Dorada also had his last match as a New Japan full-timer, as he teamed with Ryusuke Taguchi & 
Atlantis against Los Ingobernables de Japon (Naito, Evil & Bushi). Fittingly, Dorada took the fall 
after a low blow from Naito and bridging backslide from Bushi to end his disappointing year during
which he was criminally underused by New Japan. Dorada thanked al the fans and said he was 
returning to his home of Arena Mexico, but he noted that he wanted one more chance at the IWGP 
Jr title; good luck with that. Jushin Liger & Virus had a really good eight-minute grappling match, 
with virtually no high spots at all. Liger won with a Pendulum swing submission. Nakamura, Okada
& Barbaro Cavernario beat Tanahashi, Titan & Juice Robinson in a solid 13 minute six-man. The 
most notable thing about the match however, besides Tanahashi working with a dislocated shoulder,
was the team of Okada, Nakamura & Cavernario all being possessed by the spirit of Scotty 2 Hotty 
and doing a simultaneous three-way worm spot! Okada may be a fantastic professional wrestler, but
his break dancing technique left a lot to be desired. Kamaitachi pinned Dragon Lee in an excellent 
18:33 to win the CMLL World Lightweight title. Match was just great and the best of the entire 
Fantastica Mania tour by far. Mistico beat Ultimo Guerrero in the semi-main in 17:23 with the La 
Mistica submission; match was good but they outstayed their welcome a little. Main event saw 
Volador Jr retain the NWA Historic Welterweight title over Mephisto in another good match that 
went a little too long. On that note, the Samurai TV feed of the broadcast went off the air 20 
seconds after the finish of the main event, so they cut it pretty close. They did the big end of tour 
ceremony with all the guys saying “thank you” and posing for pictures in the ring. Some of the 
luchadors threw out souvenirs to the crowd, including Volador, who tossed Cavernario's bone into 
the crowd which Cavernario didn't look too happy about. Also, the greatest man on the planet and 
notorious ribber, Jushin Liger, tried to take off Tiger Mask's hood, which led to a funny light-
hearted battle between the two over their masks. 

Nikki Bella underwent successful neck fusion surgery on 27/1. The story was first reported on 25/1 
by E! Online with an “exclusive” interview from Nikki about needing to go under the knife. "I have 
basically a broken neck, a pretty bad herniated disk," Nikki revealed. "What makes mine a little bit 
different than most people is that I have some disk behind my vertebrae so with a lot of prayers 
we're gonna pray that the doctors can get the piece behind my vertebrae with just a bone fusion." 
The E! Article claimed that Nikki had been suffering neck pain since July 2015 and stopped 
wrestling after getting an MRI in October. Her last match was on the October 26th edition of RAW 
during a six-diva tag with Brie & Alicia Fox against Becky Lynch, Charlotte & Paige. "There is a 
potential that this is career-ending," Nikki said in the E! interview.  "We will only know that when I 
get out of surgery on Wednesday and then basically how the bone heals […] In six months time is 
when I will get that final X-ray to be like, 'Hey look you can get back in that ring and kick some 
ass.” She also noted that using the Rack Attack had helped contribute to the injury and that the 
doctors had told her to stop using the move. All of this being filmed for Total Divas, however it 
appears like this isn't like the angle with Nikki's “shin splints,” which were pushed as “career 
threatening” during one of the early seasons of the show, as neck fusion surgery is a pretty big thing
to overcome for any pro wrestler. 
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The seemingly never ending WWE injury list continued to grow this week, as Sheamus posted a 
picture of himself on Twitter on 28/1 with his left arm in a cast. PWInsider & F4Wonline are 
reporting the injury as tendinitis and he has been pulled from this weekend's house show loop where
he was scheduled to wrestle Roman Reigns in singles match. Sheamus has been replaced by Rusev 
on those shows, however Rusev is also recovering from a knee injury. Furthermore, it was reported 
by F4Wonline on 28/1 that Alberto Del Rio is out of action with a back injury which he suffered 
taking a vertical suplex from Brock Lesnar in the Royal Rumble. Del Rio make it a full house of 
injuries for the League of Nations, with Barrett and his concussion, Rusev with his knee, Sheamus 
and his arm and now Alberto's put his back out. 

AAA's Guerra de Titanes show finally took place on 22/1 at the Juan de la Barrera Gym in Mexico 
City, drawing 5,000 fans, which is a pretty good house given that they were going head-to-head 
with CMLL at Arena Mexico. The show was originally scheduled for December 5th 2015, but had to
be cancelled when Rey Mysterio Jr and Johnny Mundo, who were booked in the main event for the 
vacant AAA Mega Heavyweight title that was vacated by Alberto Del Rio, could not make the show
due to both of them having commitments with Lucha Underground. In the main event, Mesias & El 
Texano Jr. beat Dr. Wagner Jr & Psycho Clown and Mesias & Texano will now face each other at 
Rey de Reyes for the vacant Mega title in March. 

Jay Lethal and reDRagon inked new deals with ROH this week. ROH issued a press release on 28/1
announcing the re-signing of three of its top acts, however no details were released on the length of 
the new deals. Mike Johnson of PWInsider noted that the deals were worked out back at Final 
Battle 2015, where as Dave Meltzer reported that “Lethal signed several weeks ago while Fish & 
O'Reilly inked deals about a week ago.” There had been rumours of Lethal being interested in going
to WWE and TNA wanting to sign reDRagon, however both of those can now be put to be for the 
time-being at least. The new ROH's contracts allow reDRagon to continue working for New Japan 
and opens up the possibility of Lethal returning there too. In North America however, the talent are 
exclusive to ROH and cannot work any other indies, with the exception being PWG. 

As noted last week, Will Ospreay, Big Damo & Jimmy Havoc, three of the top names on the UK 
indie scene, will be working TNA's tour of the UK this week. Well, Dave Meltzer reported on 29/1 
that Ospreay had in-fact signed with New Japan, which TNA were unaware of (classic), so they had
Ospreay lose in five minutes to Mark Andrews in a dark match on 29/1 in Manchester. Meltzer 
noted that there is no start date for Ospreay in New Japan, however he is believed to be apart of this 
years Best of the Super Juniors in May/June. This is certainly a good move for Ospreay, as New 
Japan is a much better fit for him than TNA, who would no doubt have no idea what to do with the 
guy and most likely book him into oblivion as part of the laughable X-Division. 

In more TNA news, Awesome Kong was sent home from the UK tour on the first day after a locker 
room incident involving Reby Sky. PWInsider reported that Kong took exception to Sky dressing in
the women's locker room and she threw Sky's gear out into the hallway. The story goes that Sky 
dressed separately for the last set of tapings in Bethlehem, PA and the UK tour was the first time she
had dressed with the other women. Mike Johnson reported that there are two versions of events. The
first being that Kong went after Sky and was held back by numerous people. The second, which 
Johnson notes has been confirmed by “FAR more people” is that Kong grabbed Sky by the neck 
and assaulted her before security and TNA producer, Pat Kenney broke it up. Kong & Sky have had 
heat going back a couple of years when they both bad mouth each other during shoot interviews and
also on Twitter. 

WWE announced on their website on 29/1 that Adrian Jaoude, who was signed to a developmental 
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contract in October 2015, will be competing for Brazil in the Summer Olympics this year in Rio. 
Although WWE have signed Olympians in the past, Henry, Angle, Gable, this marks the first time 
that an actual contracted WWE talent will be competing in the Olympics. There was a wacky joke 
story in 2004 about Glenn Jacobs (Kane) representing Lithuania in wrestling at the '04 Olympics in 
Athens, however it turned out to be an April Fools prank. I'm sure WADA love the idea of a 
Brazilian professional wrestler trainee competing in the Olympics, however they probably are more 
concerned with the athletics drugs cheats at the moment to pay attention to a fringe sport like 
wrestling. 

On a brief note, after AJ Styles teasing the Styles Clash numerous times during the Royal Rumble, 
and again against Chris Jericho the next night on RAW, Styles beat Curtis Axel with the move this 
week on SmackDown. So, instead of building to Styles using the Styles Clash in a big match at 
WrestleMania, they had him use it for the first time on SmackDown for no reason whatsoever. 

NXT Tapings 27/1 from Full Sail University. 

Taped for 9/3: Samoa Joe beat Sami Zayn two falls to one in a two out of three falls match to 
become the #1 contender for the NXT title. Match reportedly went around 40 minutes and will 
likely take up the entire hour of TV. Joe won the first fall with the Muscle Buster at about 20 
minutes. Joe got busted open during the second fall, which Zayn won with the Koji Clutch. Joe won
the third fall with the Rear Naked Choke. There have been conflicting reports about this match, with
some people hailing it as fantastic, while others claim it was terrible. I just cannot imagine a Samoa 
Joe/Sami Zayn match being bad, so we'll see who was wrong when the show airs. 

Taped for 16/3: The Hype Bros beat Angelo Dawkins & Kenneth Crawford. Emma over Deonna 
Purrazzo. Tommaso Ciampa downed Jesse Sorensen. Bayley & Asuka beat Eva Marie & Nia Jax 
when Bayley pinned Eva. William Regal came out afterwards and declared Asuka as the #1 
contender and she would challenge Bayley for the title in Dallas. 
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Taped for 23/3: American Alpha over The Vaudevillains to become the #1 contenders for the Tag 
straps. Sami Zayn came out for a promo and talked about not having a match at Takeover: Dallas. 
Regal came out and announced that Sami would face Shinsuke Nakamura and the place went nuts. 
Johnny Gargano over Elias Sampson. Finn Balor downed Rich Swann. Alexa Bliss beat Sarah 
Dobson. Bull Dempsey vs. Danny Burch never happened because Samoa Joe came out and killed 
them both. 

Taped for 30/3: Asuka submitted Emma. Austin Aries beat Riddick Moss with the Last Chancery in
his NXT debut. American Alpha over Corey Hollis & John Skylar. Baron Corbin squashed QT 
Marshall. Dash & Dawson beat Tucker Knight & Steve Cutler. Apollo Crews over Alex Riley. 
Samoa Joe squashed Bull Dempsey. Afterwards, Finn Balor came out for a huge brawl with Joe and
Balor ended up diving off the announce table onto Joe.

NXT have all 8 weeks of TV in the can leading up to Takeover: Dallas on April 1st during 
WrestleMania weekend. The card is absolutely stacked and could easily be a much better show than
Mania. Full line up is: 

NXT Championship: Finn Balor (C) vs. Samoa Joe.
NXT Women's Championship: Bayley (C) vs. Asuka.
Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura. 
Austin Aries vs. Baron Corbin. 
NXT Tag Team Championship: American Alpha vs. Dash & Dawson (C).
Apollo Crews vs. Elias Sampson.

Pro Wrestling NOAH are running “Great Voyage 2016 in Yokohama” on 31/1 at the Yokohama 
Cultural Gymnasium. Card is as follows:

8 Man Tag Match: Yoshihiro Takayama, Quiet Storm, Hajime Ohara & Genba Hirayanagi vs. 
Yoshinari Ogawa, Akitoshi Saito, Hitoshi Kumano & Kaito Kiyomiya.

El Desperado vs. Yoshinobu Kanemaru. 

Shelton X Benjamin vs. Mitsuhiro Kitamiya.

Maybach Taniguchi vs. Takashi Iizuka.

GHC Junior Tag Championship Match: Daisuke Harada & Atsushi Kotoge (C) vs. TAKA 
Michinoku & Taichi.

GHC Junior Heavyweight Championship Match: Taiji Ishimori (C) vs. Kenoh.

GHC Tag Championship Match:Lance Archer & Davey Boy Smith Jr. (C) vs. Muhammad Yone & 
Katushiko Nakajima.

Special Single Match: Go Shiozaki vs. Minoru Suzuki. 

GHC Heavyweight Championship Match:  Naomichi Marufuji (C) vs. Takashi Sugiura.
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The Brilliance & Idiocy of the 2016 Royal Rumble
Ryan Clingman

In spite of the controversial image of Triple H, 
Stephanie & Vince McMahon standing tall at the 
conclusion of the 2016 Royal Rumble, the general 
consensus on the overall show was a positive one –  as 
positive as for any WWE pay-per-view since 
SummerSlam, in fact. But, with the Royal Rumble as 
the proverbial "first stop on the Road to WrestleMania",
the likely card for the biggest show of the year – and 
what is hoped to be the grandest event in company 
history – has been met with mixed reactions. Serving as
the embodiment of this sentiment is the likely main 
event of Roman Reigns challenging Triple H for the 
WWE World Heavyweight Championship, in the 
continued search for a star-making performance – a 
moment that has alluded both the Reigns and the 
company for the better part of a year.

To say that “a star-making performance” has alluded 
Roman Reigns is misleading, as it implies that he has in
some way failed to deliver at the level expected of him. 
But, Reigns has by most accounts performed at a 
personal level on par with reasonable expectations of a 
performer with just over five years in the business, 
forced into a main event position. His work is 
consistently decent, and at times very good, surpassing 
by a fair margin the equivalent performances of John 
Cena in 2005 and 2006. Reigns obviously has “the 
look”, at least by the sensibilities of the company's 
upper echelon. His lack of refined promo ability is one 
of his biggest weaknesses, but if given the right 
material he could most assuredly deliver to a 
satisfactory degree. Why then, if Reigns has these 
qualities, if he has a good look, if he can work to a 
decent extent, does he remain unaccepted as the 
company's top star? Why is Reigns still several steps 
below what the company expects of him?

There is no single answer to these questions, but holes 
in Reign's armour, visible to seemingly all but the 
WWE's top brass, say more for the current state of the 
roster, creative, announcing, and fanbase than they do 
about Leati Anoa'i.

WWF/E creative has always been erratic. For every 
Austin-Hart feud, there were several Val Venus-Taka 
Michinoku or Katy Vick segments – for every Summer 
of Punk there has been an exploding limo or 

Anonymous General Manager. However, for as 
different as these triumphs and failures may seem by 
nature, they ultimately share a major commonality – 
self awareness.

WWE's creative and financial peeks align with the 
times at which the company's creative faculties have 
been at their most self-aware. The Summer of Punk 
caught fire due to a realization that fans were frustrated 
with the then status quo. The Vince McMahon character
succeeded as one of the most successful in company 
history, because McMahon himself came to terms with 
the fact that he was viewed as The Montreal Screwjob's
guilty party by his own fanbase. Daniel Bryan, after 
months of undermining booking, finally had one of his 
career defining moments because the views of those 
high in the company became public knowledge, and 
creative capitalized on it. This is self awareness, it fuels
suspension of disbelief, and has been the determining 
factor in the creative successes and failures of WWF/E 
since the early 1990s.

This awareness, and the ability to capitalize on it, is still
present in certain facets of the modern company. NXT 
is a prime example, with Paul Levesque, for all his 
shortcomings, understanding who and what a sizable 
portion of the fan base – the hardcores – want to see. 
This sense of understanding has led not only to artistic 
success, but also financial growth, however negligible it
may be within the broader context of the publicly 
traded juggernaut.

The finish to the Royal Rumble showed similar 
understanding. Hunter's past desires to dominate the 
roster and appear at the forefront were implicitly 
acknowledge in his Royal Rumble victory. As meta as it
may be, most fans could imagine Triple H intending to 
get himself over as a part-time performer at the cost of 
the full-time roster; this is clever booking. However, in 
order to move this notion from the realm of a cute and 
clever idea to exceptional booking strategy, which 
draws money, interest, and emotion – at least as much 
as can be expected in 2016 – there needs to exist a 
booking destination; a direction born from similar 
foresight and self awareness, and this is enviably where
the current product fails.

Even to the most casual of viewers, the goal of the 
current Triple H title run is evident – have Hunter drop 
the title to Roman Reigns at WrestleMania. Strong 
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analogues may be drawn between this direction and the 
improvised 2014 build to WrestleMania 30 with Daniel 
Bryan. In storyline the Authority want Reigns to fail, as
they did Daniel Bryan. But, unlike Daniel Bryan, who 
was in reality demeaned and under pushed for years, 
Roman Reigns, is the real life heir apparent to John 
Cena's thrown – no one could have realistically thought
the same of Daniel Bryan. And this is where self 
awareness stops, and creative misdirection begins, 
because Roman Reigns isn't Daniel Bryan, and wasn't 
under pushed for years, and the company doesn't truly 
believe that he isn't fit to be the top star – and of this the
fans are well aware. In this sense the Triple H Rumble 
win is rendered counter productive, as Reigns is not the 
ultimate underdog, as Daniel Bryan was, but the 
perennial overdog, as everyone has known from his 
main roster debut.

What results is creative that believes itself to have 
worked fans into perceiving Reigns as the downtrodden
underdog, utilising the common perception of Hunter as
an egotist to achieve this goal. In actuality, this 
“achievement” is nothing more than a disconnect 
between audience and producer. Indeed, this is the 
company that leaves intentional pauses in promos for 
imaginary crowd reactions. This is creative that wishes 
to force their audience into believing that Reigns is a 
true hero fighting the odds in the mould of Daniel 
Bryan – a blatant falsehood. This is a team that has 
failed to grasp what made prior successes work, and has
in turn lied to itself in what has deteriorated into a 
perpetual cycle of doublethink.

A philosophy of this sort is particularly dangerous when
the evolution of the fanbase and their expectations of 
performers has occurred more rapidly over the past 
decade than perhaps any time in history. The average 
WWE fan is more knowledgeable about the inner 
workings of the business and backstage happenings 
than ever before, which reflects a general trend, not 
only in professional wrestling, but niche hobbies and 
interests in general. The number of people watching 
wrestling is at an 18 or so year low; one could argue an 
all-time minimum globally, given the popularity of 
wrestling in Japan and Mexico during the American 
slump of the early 1990s. However, this smaller 
fanbase, with the advent of the internet – and the 
amount of content produced by the WWE alone – is 
one far more dedicated to their fandom than the 
millions of North American fans who vanished 

following the death of WCW.

The company seems to be at least partially cognisant of 
these fluctuations in the collective mindset of its 
audience. AJ Styles was signed and booked like a star 
in the Royal Rumble, Kevin Owens debuted on the 
main roster in extraordinary fashion, and Daniel Bryan 
was given his WrestleMania moment in 2014. But, for 
all of the steps taken towards progress from the 
perspective of the most vocal and increasingly valuable 
members of the fanbase, each inch forward is met with 
a regression of an equatable magnitude. Daniel Bryan 
was the most over star in the company following his 
title win – this should have been apparent to anyone 
with even the slightest modicum of professional 
wrestling knowledge –  and yet he was partnered with 
Kane in the months that followed, in a programme 
seemingly crafted solely to drain his momentum. Styles
came into the company as a beloved superstar, and yet 
the announce team had to put him in his place on RAW 
– his body of pre-WWE work had to be undermined, 
treated as meaningless, and urged to be forgotten by 
those who had seen it. 

This artificial ceiling placed on some of the most over 
and talented performers in the company, doesn't only 
hurt the specific wrestlers in question, and the quality 
of the product as a whole, but also the heir apparent, 
Roman Reigns, who has no marquee full-time title 
programmes as a consequence. Consequently, fan 
resentment has given way to broader apathy. 
Unfortunately, however, for as many solutions as can be
suggested to remedy this network of problems, the 
largest obstacles facing Reigns and the company stem 
almost exclusively from the long ingrained mentalities 
of those in-charge – mind sets that have led to, in prior 
decades, both creative triumphs and prolonged stints of 
delusion and misdirection, a pattern likely mimicked by
the years ahead. 
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WWE Royal Rumble 2016 – January 24th 2016.
Amway Centre: Orlando, FL.
Ben Carass.

By recent standards, and especially compared to the last two years, the 2016 Royal Rumble turned 
out to be a pretty damn good show overall. Say what you want about some of the directions they are
going in, a couple of which are baffling, but the Rumble match itself, for the most part, was laid out 
very well. Without burying the lead any further, HHH, in 2016, entered at number 30 and won his 
fourteenth WWE World title after dumping out Roman Reigns & Dean Ambrose during the home 
stretch. AJ Styles debuted at number 3 and got the biggest reaction of anyone on the show other 
than maybe Brock Lesnar. Styles was eliminated after 28 minutes in the match by Kevin Owens, 
which was actually a genius move since Owens was pretty much the only guy in the ring at the time
who the fans would accept eliminating AJ and not turn on the match like in previous years. Owens 
was then eliminated by Sami Zayn, who also got a great reaction, so Owens vs. AJ, or Owens vs. 
Zayn could be on the cards for WrestleMania. I would expect they go with Owens/Styles and hold 
of on Zayn a little longer but I suppose anything is possible at this stage. There were two other 
main storylines of the Rumble match. Vince McMahon brought out the League of Nations, who 
attacked Reigns about 20 minutes in to the match but didn't actually bother eliminating him. They 
teased a stretcher job but Reigns refused and just walked to the back of his own accord. He returned
a good 25 minutes later and beat up Sheamus, but HHH tossed him out for the penultimate 
elimination. Having Reigns eliminated second to last was another smart move, as it gave the fans to
get their “Reigns isn't the champion anymore” pop out of their system and allowed them to get 
behind Ambrose for the closing stages. The other story was the Wyatt Family (Harper, Rowan & 
Strowman), dominating until Brock Lesnar showed up and kicked all their asses. Brock 
eliminated all of Bray's goons before Wyatt entered the match, however when he did Bray 
instructed the Family to attack Lesnar and Brock was eventually eliminated by all of the Wyatts. 
While some of the WrestleMania plans seem to be anything but enthralling, Reigns/HHH & 
Lesnar/Wyatt do absolutely nothing for me, most everything they booked during the Rumble made
sense for where they are going and it didn't feel like a huge egregious error when HHH won the 
match unlike Batista & Roman Reigns the past couple of years. Obviously, putting the World title 
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on the 46 year-old Executive VP of Talent Relations, who is also the heir to the McMahon Empire, 
could most certainly be viewed as a gross example of narrow-sighted booking, not to mention a 
massive indictment of the company's ability to make new stars. However, that is a discussion that 
I'm sure we'll get into as the build to HHH vs. Roman Reigns continues. For now at least, I'm just 
happy they managed to have an entertaining and enjoyable Royal Rumble.

The pre-show was the customary waste of time. Dudley Boyz vs. Mark Henry & Jack Swagger 
vs. The Ascension vs. Darren Young & Damien Sandow was the four-way qualifier match with 
the winners advancing to the Rumble. Henry pinned Bubba Ray with a splash for the finish at 
8:00; it was a total nothing match. Sandow was over pretty big with the crowd, so of course he will 
be off TV for another six months. The only other thing of note was that Jerry Lawler was one of 
the puppets spewing out tripe on the panel which meant we had to suffer through Byron Saxton 
calling the rest of the PPV. Lawler flat out called fans “idiots” if they paid their cable company for 
the PPV. 

The PPV started with Vince & Stephanie McMahon arriving in a limo. JoJo tried to interview 
them, but Vince didn't let her speak at all and he rambled about loving the Rumble almost as much 
as he loved himself. 

Last Man Standing for the IC Championship: Dean Ambrose (C) vs. Kevin Owens. - Ambrose
retained in 20:32. - Great opener. They started out hot with the Frye/Takayama spot. Ambrose did 
a tope early and sent Owens over the announce desk; Owens intentionally took out Michael Cole 
and, in what was assuredly a rib, started clawing at Cole's face while they were on the ground. Cole
apparently broke his glasses during the deal. Owens took over after a Cannonball through the 
barricades and essentially got the heat with some chair-related offence on Ambrose, who would 
come back with bursts of hope spot offence. At 13:00, Ambrose landed his DDT onto a chair and at
the count of “nine”, Owens rolled to the outside and got his feet on the floor. The match had great 
pacing and each spot got bigger and more spectacular. Ambrose came off the top with an elbow 
drop through a table on the floor; Owens put Ambrose through another table with his Super 
Fisherman Buster. Owens hit the Pop-up Powerbomb at 18:00 then set up Ambrose on a bunch of 
chairs near the corner. Owens looked like he was going for a Moonsault, but Ambrose came to life 
and shoved Owens over the ring post and sent him crashing through two tables for the finish. - This 
is how you do a gimmick match! It was heated and fit the story of the feud, each spot got bigger and
built to the next, plus, despite all the weaponry it was a pretty safe match all things considered and 
never felt out of control. (****)

WWE Tag Team Championship: New Day w/Xavier Woods (C) vs. The Usos. - New Day 
retained in 11:02. Beforehand, Kofi & Big E set up a moment of silence for Francesca, however 
Xavier interrupted playing a new trombone, which was creatively named, “Francesca II.” This was
pretty much a RAW match; fans loved New Day and hated the Usos. Jey sold for the heat and 
nobody cared; Jimmy made the comeback and the fans cared even less. Finish was a cool little 
deal, as Jey went for a Splash off the top and Big E caught him and pinned him with his move. 
(**½)

They aired a spooky Wyatt Family pre-tape; it was the same thing we've seen for over three years.

US Championship: Alberto Del Rio (C) vs. Kalisto. - Kalisto became the new champ at 11:30. 
Compared to their TV matches, this was slightly disappointing and it fell apart in the middle with 
some noticeable botches and Del Rio loudly shouting spots. At one point Del Rio even told Kalisto 
to do his “Lucha” chant, like when Flair would have to tell Sting to beat his chest and howl. 
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Kalisto landed on his head trying the Yoshi Tonic. Finish saw Del Rio remove the turnbuckle but it 
backfired, as Kalisto sent him into it with a 'Rana then pinned him clean with the Shiranui. - This 
hot potato US title deal has done nobody any favours, so hopefully they give Kalisto a real push 
and don't turn him into a champion that loses every week. (**)

Paul Heyman met with Stephanie in the back. Heyman said Brock would take out the League of 
Nations & the Wyatts then Steph said she wanted Lesnar to take out Reigns as well. Heyman 
told her the Roman Empire would fall to Suplex City. 

WWE Diva's Championship: Charlotte (C) w/Ric Flair vs. Becky Lynch. - Charlotte retained 
in 11:45. Solid match, but once again the women on the main roster fail to reach the lofty heights 
they achieved in NXT. Becky was over big as the babyface and Charlotte was roundly booed. Heat
spot saw Ric kiss Becky, sexual assault is apparently fine if you are Ric Flair, and Charlotte took 
advantage of the distraction. They did a few near-falls and both women escaped the other's 
submission hold. Fittingly for Becky's idiotic character, the finish was another distraction as Becky 
got the Disarmer and Flair tossed his jacket over her head. Becky argued with Ric and Charlotte 
hit the spear for the win. Post-match saw Charlotte go after Becky some more. Sasha Banks 
showed up to a huge reaction and she kicked Becky out of the ring then teased an alliance with 
Charlotte. Charlotte & Ric went to leave but Sasha delivered the Banks Statement and held up 
the Diva's title. (**½)

30-Man Royal Rumble Match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. - HHH 
entered at #30 and became the new champion at 61:40. Not exactly high praise, but this was 
probably the best Rumble match in the last five years. Reigns was #1 and Rusev #2. Reigns 
quickly eliminated Rusev and AJ Styles showed up as #3. Place went insane. The production team 
missed Styles' Titan tron intro which said, “I Am Phenomenal.” Styles tried an early Styles Clash 
but couldn't get it; he teased it a couple more times through the match but never hit it. Tyler Breeze 
was #4 and was swiftly ejected by Styles & Reigns. #5 was Curtis Axel and Reigns & Styles 
fought off the rest of the Social Outcasts then Styles tossed out Axel. Out at #6 was Chris Jericho 
and he worked quite a bit with Styles which was cool to see. #7 was DEMONKANE and he teased 
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eliminating Styles. Goldust showed up at #8 then Ryback appeared at #9 and AJ took a huge 
backdrop for him. Kofi Kingston was #10 and at #11, Titus O'Neil, who eliminated Goldust. Out 
at #12 was R-Truth and he set up ladder and tried to climb it like it was a MITB match. After his 
token comedy spot, Kane dumped out Truth. Kofi's annual wacky spot was to land on Big E's 
shoulders after Kane tried to throw him out. Big E carried Kofi around ringside for a while and 
Kingston helped himself to some popcorn and soda. Luke Harper showed up at the 20:00 mark as 
#13 then Vince McMahon & the League of Nations ran down and attacked Roman Reigns to 
begin the story-ark of the match. Instead of all four guys just getting in the ring and eliminating 
Reigns, they pulled Roman under the bottom rope and Rusev ended up giving him a running 
splash through the announce table. During all of this, Stardust came out at #14 and Kofi, who was 
still on Big E's shoulders, was eliminated by Jericho but Kevin Dunn missed it. Vince & the 
League left Reigns on the outside, still an active participant in the match. They teased a stretcher 
job, but Reigns got to his feet and walked to the back, which made no sense whatsoever. Big Show 
was #15 and he eliminated Titus & Ryback. Neville was #16 and he did some stuff with Styles. 
#17 was Braun Strowman and he dumped out Kane & Big Show in quick succession. Kevin 
Owens was #18 and he limped his way out, however he stopped selling immediately when he got in
the ring. He paired off with Styles for an exchange that the fans went nuts for. Styles then went for 
the Clash on Neville but Owens gave him a Superkick then yelled, “WELCOME TO WWE!” 
before tossing Styles over the top for the elimination. Like I said earlier, it was a really smart move 
as the fans were upset, but they clearly didn't want to turn on Owens, plus it set up a potential feud. 
#19 was Dean Ambrose, who didn't bother selling the Last Man Standing match at all and he went 
right after Owens. Sami Zayn was the surprise entrant at #20 and he and Owens had an awesome 
Frye/Takayama exchange. Sami eliminated Owens to set up another potential program. #21 was 
Erick Rowan and they began the Wyatt Family domination portion of the match. Harper dumped 
out Neville & Stardust and Harper put Jericho in his head-and-arm choke. Mark Henry was #22 
but was quickly sent packing by the Wyatts, who then eliminated Sami Zayn to loud boos. Brock 
Lesnar hit the ring at #23 and carnage ensued. He suplexed Harper & Rowan and beat the hell out
of Strowman with some stiff clotheslines and running knees in the corner. Brock eliminated 
Rowan then Jack Swagger had the nerve to show up at #24 and he ate an F5 before being thrown 
out by Lesnar. Miz was #25 and he joined the announcers because he was scared of Lesnar, who 
eliminated Harper and then Strowman at about 45:00. #26 was Alberto Del Rio and he fought 
with Lesnar briefly. Bray Wyatt appeared at #27 and he instructed all his goons to get back in the 
ring and attacked Lesnar. Brock fought off the Wyatts and dumped them all out again then sent 
Bray to Suplex City. Lesnar went for an F5 but Harper broke it up with a Superkick and Bray 
gave Brock Sister Abigail. The Wyatt minions then dumped Lesnar out, which the fans were not 
happy about. #28 was Dolph Ziggler; Miz decided to get in the ring and went after Dolph. 
Sheamus was #29 but Roman Reigns reappeared and laid him out in the aisle with a Superman 
punch. Reigns eliminated Miz & Del Rio then gave Bray a Superman punch. HHH was #30 and 
the fans actually popped, because the McMahons are stars and everyone else is lucky to be 
employed by these benevolent demi-gods. HHH & Reigns faced-off; HHH gave Ziggler the 
Pedigree and Reigns speared Wyatt then they went after each other. Reigns escaped the Pedigree 
but Sheamus came back and nearly eliminated him. There was a parade of moves from the 
remaining guys, which culminated in Ziggler nearly eliminating HHH. - Imagine such a thing ever 
happening. HHH dumped out Ziggler then had a stare-down with Wyatt. HHH eliminated Bray 
with the help of Sheamus; Jericho gave HHH the Codebreaker but Ambrose tossed out Jericho, 
who was in the match for nearly 50 minutes. FINAL FOUR were HHH, Ambrose, Reigns & 
Sheamus. Reigns hit Sheamus with a Superman punch for the elimination, but HHH came from 
behind and threw Reigns out just before the hour mark. The people went crazy and HHH gave 
Reigns a crotch-chop; what a great heel. HHH & Ambrose were the final two and the fans got 
behind Ambrose big time. They did some basic stuff, it could have been better if they went longer 
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but they were coming up on the 11pm hour and were pushed for time I guess. Finish saw Ambrose 
dump HHH onto the apron but HHH ended up giving him a backdrop over the top to win the 
Rumble and the WWE World title. (*** ¾)

Stephanie & Vince showed up to celebrate with Huntor the Conqueror, as a bunch of pyro went 
off around the WrestleMania sign.  

The Rumble match wasn't perfect by any means. The fact that AJ Styles was in for 28 minutes 
while Chris Jericho made it to 50 minutes is utterly absurd. They could have easily shuffled some 
things around and had Owens eliminate AJ later on in the match, and the same goes for Zayn 
eliminating Owens. It pretty much goes without saying that HHH being booked like the returning 
hero to get his revenge on Roman Reigns was totally ass-backwards, but it is hard to be too upset 
about this year's Rumble. Even without a bunch of surprises or any returning legends, they managed
to pretty much book the match so it felt like there was never too much down time with a bunch of 
geeks and mid-carders in there. Overall the strongest WWE PPV since SummerSlam. 

RAW Ramblings – January 25th 2016
American Airlines Arena: Miami, FL.

Ben Carass.

There were a couple of decent segments on RAW but overall the show was mostly the same old 
drivel. They were hyping up big that the Road to WrestleMania had begun, however other than the 
Rock showing up and proving that he still has more charisma in his little toe than everyone else 
combined, nothing really felt that different at all. 

Let's get the interesting stuff out of the way first, because lord knows we've got the 
McMahon/Roman Reigns odyssey to get in to. AJ Styles made his WWE singles debut in a match
against Chris Jericho and he did in fact win clean with a roll-up in 13:45. AJ & Jericho worked 
well together and had a perfectly decent TV match but if you were expecting a **** Styles match 
you might have been a little disappointed. Granted it has only been two shows, but WWE have, so 
far at least, done a very good job of making Styles feel like an actual star. His music and entrance 
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come off as big-time and he hasn't had to cut any 20 minute promos as of yet. They could have had 
him win some squashes to built to his first PPV program, however giving him a clean win over 
Jericho should instantly put the notion in the casual fans mind that this guy is a big deal and the 
announcers gushing over Styles should hammer that point home even further. Of course, being 
WWE, they had to get the, “Welcome to the big leagues, kid” line in at least four or five times. 
They had AJ appear in the back with Renee for a promo and it took him exactly two seconds to use 
the phrase, “WWE Universe.” Jericho quickly interrupted him and said Styles had won titles all 
round the world but he now had a chance to make an impression on RAW and this is where we got 
our first, “Welcome to the big leagues” line. The only negative was that AJ looked much smaller 
than Jericho, who presumably was wearing lifts in his boots, but that falls on the director of the 
segment, who could have tried a little harder to block out the scene so that AJ at least looked the 
same size as Jericho. AJ again teased the Styles Clash, and Michael Cole called the move, 
however AJ never actually hit it. You would think if WWE had banned the move then Styles 
wouldn't even tease it, and Cole certainly wouldn't mention it by name, so perhaps they are saving it
for a big match which makes sense I guess. Afterwards AJ offered Jericho a handshake which he 
accepted, although Jericho pulled Styles in for a stare-down, so they left things open if they want to
go back to Styles/Jericho as a major program at some point. There was another typical WWE move
when it comes to AJ, during the opening segment with Vince & Stephanie. The fans chanted 
Styles' name and Vince looked at Steph and casually asked, “Who?”, which is probably exactly 
how the conversation with HHH went when Uncle Paul told Vince he was signing him. 

The Rock was the big surprise return they advertised on Twitter a couple of hours before the show; 
I don't mean to shock anyone, but Hollywood actor and #1 box office draw, Dwayne Johnson had 
charisma oozing out of his pours and was just in another universe compared to the rest of the 
chumps on the roster. There were of course some cringe-worthy comedy lines written by Rocky's 
team of writers, but even if like myself you aren't always a fan of Rock's comedy, there was simply 
no denying that the man was still unbelievably great. They were doing the “who's in the limo” 
teases throughout the first two hours and they swerved us on the pay-off, as Miz emerged from the 
limo and started to cut a promo. Suddenly, a black pick-up truck screeched into the back of the 
arena and the Rock appeared to a huge reaction. Thus began one of those long WWE-style single 
shot backstage scenes, kind of like when Vince was ribbed by DX or when Vince was walking to 
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his death before his limo blew up. Rock was so incredibly happy to be at RAW and at times he 
almost went overboard with his enthusiastic delivery, so much so that it felt like he had just hit an 
eight ball of cocaine and washed it down with a bottle of Jack Daniels. The man was completely out
of his mind and in full DGAF mode. He blew Miz off and told him to park his truck then he 
bumped into Rick Ross and his crew, who just apparently hangout backstage at RAW now. After 
exchanging pleasantries with Ross, Rocky continued walking and came across the Big Show, who 
was watching something on a laptop. Rock went into this big comedy spiel about how Big Show 
really won the 2000 Royal Rumble instead of him and that if the director of the Mummy Returns 
had found out then all of the success Rocky has had over the years could have been the Big Show's 
instead. Show cried and snapped his laptop in half. Rock then spotted Lana and he recounted the 
time they apparently had sex in a hotel room and Lana played along like all of this was true. 
Seriously. Rusev showed up and Lana's face dropped, but Rock still continued with his shtick. 
“We were just talking about you...Kinda” and “She's flexible as all hell” were Rock's big lines for 
this encounter. Rock also told everyone he met, “you alright”, which I guess is one of his new 
catchphrases. Rock continued his way towards the arena and started talking directly into the camera
about how he was up at 3:45am and had spent 14 hours filming “Ballers.” He spotted Pat Patterson
sitting in a chair and tried to give him a high-five, but poor old Pat wasn't ready and blew the spot. 

Rock told everyone he was at the “famous” Gorilla Position and hyped up the crowd some more 
and he finally came out at the top of the third hour to a monster reaction. Rock did his usual stuff, 
but the crowd got distracted by three fans, who were dressed as Hulk Hogan, Undertaker & 
Randy Savage, being moved to the opposite side of the hard camera, so they didn't disturb the 
show anymore. Rock noted that he would get in trouble, but “this is where we go off-script” and he 
proceeded to interview the three fans about who they came as. The guy dressed as Hogan looked 
utterly smashed, and Rock said “the weed in Miami is good tonight.” After schmoozing with the 
cos-players, Rock went back to his shtick and was interrupted by the New Day, who were also 
pretty great in this segment. New Day said Rock called himself the “People's Champion” but, 
unlike them, he had no gold around his waist then Xavier said Rock moved to Hollywood to get the
hell out of Miami. Eventually, Rock challenged them to get in the ring but New Day refused and 
tried to walk out. Rock called out his family to help and the Usos showed up to put a whoopin' on 
New Day. Rock gave Big E the Rock Bottom then after Xavier ate a double Superkick from the 
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Usos, Rock gave him the People's Elbow and everyone went crazy. Rock closed by saying he 
would see everyone at WrestleMania.- This entire segment easily over 20 minutes long, but it was 
so great. You know how Stephanie is always telling the fans to stop having fun? Well, this was the 
most fun I have seen the fans, and the performers themselves, have in quite some time at a RAW 
show. I suppose if your one of those “part-timer” whiners then you might have hated this, but I 
cannot see how anyone that has watched RAW consistently over the last two years could say this 
was a bad segment. It felt fresh, spontaneous, entertaining, exciting, fun; all things WWE TV has 
been sorely lacking for a long time. 

I suppose we'd better look at the rest of the stuff on the show, none of which was fresh, spontaneous
or fun. Vince & Stephanie opened the show and gave HHH the big conquering hero introduction. 
HHH blathered on about how he didn't need to be champion but he wanted to be and said he would 
be champ until he says so. The point of the 18 minute bore-fest was that they were going to 
announce a #1 contenders Fast Lane main event to see who faces HHH at Mania. Main event was 
Dean Ambrose & Roman Reigns over Sheamus & Rusev in a dreary 15:50 when Reigns pinned 
Sheamus with a spear. Afterwards, Reigns & Ambrose gave Rusev a Powerbomb through the 
announce table. Stephanie came out and booked Brock Lesnar vs. Ambrose vs. Reigns at Fast 
Lane to determine the #1 contender for Huntor at Mania. - So, let's get this straight. The Authority
and Vince don't want Roman Reigns as champion, so they hire the League of Nations as their 
personal goon squad to screw with him. Vince, HHH & Steph conspired to make HHH #30 in the 
Rumble and screw Reigns out of the title. Reigns & Ambrose put Sheamus, one of the 
Authority's minions, through a table and they are both rewarded with a #1 contenders match. This 
makes even less than zero sense. Opening segment was long and hideously boring, main event 
match was tedious and unexciting, and the booking was beyond nonsensical. 

Other Occurrences: Kevin Owens beat Dolph Ziggler in 8:50, half of which we missed during a 
commerical break. The Social Outcasts came out for a promo and Heath Slater went after Flo Rida, 
who was in the crowd. Hey, continuity! It ended up with a rap battle between “Bo Rida” & Flo 
Rida, which, remarkably, Bo actually came out on the winning side of. Flo Rida barely remembered
his lines and brought out the Dudleys for a match, which they won with a 3D on Axel in 4:35. Sasha
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Banks & Becky Lynch fought to a no-contest when Charlotte attacked them both 3 minutes into 
their match. Nothing was established, no character development, no explanation of what the 
dynamic is between each of the women. Charlotte just ran in and beat them up. - I'm begging 
someone on the Creative team to watch NXT. In the locker room, Goldust asked R-Truth to be his 
tag team partner but Truth though Goldie was coming onto him and told him he was a married man. 
Comedy! Bray Wyatt pinned Kane in 7:10 with Sister Abigail after a distraction from Harper. It 
sucked big time. They showed still shots of the Wyatts attacking Lesnar at the Rumble, but that was 
the extent of the build to Lesnar/Wyatt. Natalya & Paige beat Brie Bella & Alicia Fox. - Yawn. 
Kalisto pinned Miz at 9:55 in a non-title match. -  Double yawn. The only thing they advertised for 
SmackDown was Dean Ambrose & Roman Reigns on Jericho's Highlight Reel. - ZzZzZzZzZ. 

The Mixed Bag Volume 1 – Dashing Daisuke & Royal Rumbles
Ryan Clingman

In the four year history of the newsletter, as surprising as it may be to some, particularly considering
the archetypical modern pro-wrestling website of today, we have yet to have a true weekly series – 
not on the site, nor in the newsletter. 

The closest we have ever come is the November and December series, spanning no more than two 
entries in any given year, falling under the rough banner of 'Pro-Wres Catch-Up', an admittedly 
bland euphemism for the eclectic hodgepodge of match of the year oversights, year-end list filler, 
and general misplaced meanderings on the happenings of promotions generally left uncovered in 
this newsletter on a monthly basis – lucha, Dragon Gate, and NOAH in most cases. 

Not only did these ill-conceived series prove surprisingly popular, with the PWG version of Catch-
Up ranking as one of the most viewed pages in website history, but they have also been some of the 
most enjoyable articles to write.  It's satisfying to both seek out obscure and intriguing matches, and
investigate ones that have garnered significant attention, but are beyond the scope of what we 
usually cover. This is, in a sense, a silly personal diary of modern pro-wrestling viewing, but more 
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so than that, hopefully a place for investigation and exploration for both writer and reader alike. 

Guts World 2015/12/05, Daisuke vs. Tatsuhiko Yoshino 

Prior to the debut of the Puro in the Rough Podcast on the Wrestling with Words Network, I may 
have heard of the long-running Japanese indie, Guts World, a couple of times, and taken little to no 
notice of it –  passing it off as another micro promotion, with a stunted crowd, and few performers 
of any real note. However, upon seeking Daisuke vs. Tatsuhiko Yoshino from December out at the 
behest of Lawrence and Issac on the aforementioned Puro in the Rough podcast, all of my passing 
prejudgments of the promotion were proven wrong, specifically in terms of talent and crowd 
reactions. I can't speak for the rest of the December 5th card, but the main event greatly 
overwhelmed in almost every conceivable way. 

Daisuke appears, upon initial evaluation, fairly generic and unassuming, much like the 200 or so 
fans occupying the Shib-Kiba 1st RING arena in Tokyo. But, during the introductions and the 
moments that follow it became increasingly apparent that the GUTS crowd would be, at least for 
this major contest, hotter than most of NOAH  and All Japan's in recent years. 200 people were as 
loud as a thousand, even with the admittedly indie-riffic commentary over the house mic. 
Aesthetically acceptable and in shape, Daisuke's key asset apart from ring work is his stoic 
charisma, something very much valued in Japanese wrestling, as a quality inherent in some of its 
biggest historical stars. 

The Yoshino-Daisuke match itself was mostly uneventful during its opening moments. It, however, 
saw its first significant, and highly unexpected, moment when Yoshino ran at Daisuke, who was 
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perched on the top rope, yelling "Daisuke", elbowing him to the floor. That one spot was a decisive 
turning point, which elevated a bland, albeit technically sound, opening stretch to one that felt like a
battle for a truly meaningful prize. 

Unfortunately for the match as a whole, many extended simple exchanges followed, causing a 
significant drag mid-way through. Still, the closing stretch delivered on all fronts, with both 
combatants trading counters, and Daisuke ultimately finishing Yoshino with a sliding D and two 
frog splashes. The match would have been well served going ten minutes shorter than its final 
bloated total of 29 minutes. However, unlike many a US indie main event from the prior decade, 
Yoshino and Daisuke went home at their zenith, and didn't follow it with a flurry of another 20 
finishing moves. And in defence of its length, there were some far more familiar with the Guts 
product and the Japanese indie scene  than I, who saw the middle stretch as a fine piece of mat-work
on the part of Daisuke, which contributed to the magnitude of the closing stretch.

Daisuke and Yoshino work Big Japan undercards in addition to Guts, and at 32 and 30 respectively, 
ten year veterans, I sincerely hope 2016 to be their year. Daisuke in particular has enough innate 
charisma, technical skill, and main event timing to be something special for Big Japan and Guts. 
**** ¼ 

CMLL 2016/01/15, Rush vs. Caristico

I never get around to watching as much Lucha as I set out to on any given year. This isn't a 
conscious decision, but one that arises from the limited amount of content one can consume and 
cover on a weekly basis. CMLL, in particular, usually produces at least a handful of highly touted 
matches that often times frustrate, not because of work, style, or  crowd reactions, but due to poor 
production. In no way do I require great production to enjoy a good match, and fancam footage may
even suffice at times. However, what frustrates me to no end when watching CMLL, is that they 
have the money to spend on great production, present a good  visual product, and yet fail to 
properly mic the crowd. Whether this is a physical micing or mixing issue is irrelevant, what is 
important is the end result –  commentary and the sound of the ring drown out what most times 
appear to be a consistently hot Arena Mexico crowd. I have learnt to ignore this effect somewhat, 
but it often times caps CMLL matches at a certain level for me. 

With this in mind, Rush and the original Mistico, original Sin Cara, and former Mysteziz, Caristico 
had a very good match at Arena Mexico in mid-January. It was by no means a classic in any sense, 
but was an enjoyable outing on the road to something bigger program wise, I would imagine. Rush 
tore Carsitico's mask in the first fall, even removing it at one point, which exposed a good 50 plus 
percent of Carsitico's face. At the risk of seeming ignorant, this has always been a confusing 
element in Lucha matches involving masked competitors –  mask matches in particular, which this 
match was not. If the mask covers the face, and almost the entire face is exposed, it seems odd to 
pretend that nobody knows what the person under the mask looks like, when it is so clearly visible.

Regardless, Rush is one of the best heels in the entire world, likely the best, and even with poor 
CMLL micing, got aggressive and audible boos. I am unsure of just how much English he speaks, 
but if I was WWE going after CMLL talent and had the choice between Rush and Sombra, Rush 
would be my primary pick for as fantastic as Sombra is. Rush won the third fall with an assist from 
La Mascara off of a ref bump. 
*** ½ 
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NJPW 2016/01/05, New Year Dash

For the past several weeks I have attempted to cover New Japan's answer to the post WrestleMania 
RAW, New Year Dash in Korakuen Hall, but for reasons of time constraints and related issues, 
never got around to it. This is in some ways a positive, as the show was predominantly angle driven,
with most of those angles covered in the post-Dome show newsletter. With that in mind, New Year 
Dash was a fun follow-up to WrestleKingdom, featuring the final appearance of AJ Styles in New 
Japan for the foreseeable future, and Nakamura's last performance as officially recognized IWGP 
Intercontinental Champion. 

They experimented some with the match order, which whilst not perfect, was a welcome addition to
the show. Yano & The. Briscoes successfully defending their newly won NEVER Openweight titles 
against Bad Luck Fale & The Young Bucks in the main event, which surprisingly followed 
(chronologically) the great CHAOS vs. Shibata, Goto & reDragon match in the semi-main. 

It was a show worth seeing, in that it featured the most major New Japan character development and
angles of any non-Dome show in months. However, as the weeks go by, with little substantial in-
ring content and more people knowing of the angles and their aftermath, the show becomes a less 
essential viewing experience.

Pro-Wrestling NOAH 2015/12/23, Minoru Suzuki vs. Naomichi Marufuji

Like many puro fans, I have had a tumultuous 
relationship with Pro-Wrestling NOAH over the
past seven years or so. Whilst Jumbo Tsuruta-
Mitsuharu Misawa from June of 1990 was the 
match that birthed my Japanese Pro-Wrestling 
fandom, late 2000s NOAH was the first then 
current Japanese promotion, with which I made 
any substantial attempt to keep up –  even if it 
was strictly through shoddy YouTube uploads. 

KENTA and Takayama brutalized one another in
a 2009 match that I remember more clearly than
many of my more recent top ten matches of the 
year; and Kotaro Suzuki's GHC Junior 
Heavyweight title defences of 2011 against the 
likes of Ricky Marvin and Eddie Edwards were 
some of the best matches of that entire year. 
However, in the year's that followed NOAH 
faced intense hardships. There was a Yakuza 
scandal in 2012, a news story of a similar sort to
the one that killed PRIDE, and then the exodus 
of the BURNING group to All Japan following 
the release of Kenta Kobashi in 2013. These two
catastrophes, coupled with the later departure of 
company ace KENTA, and retirement of 
Takeshi Morishima, played a significant role in 
an attendance decline of a promotion that was 
already dealt a brutal blow in the in-ring death 
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of company founder and puroresu legend, Mitsuharu Misawa, in 2009.

In the years that followed, whilst All Japan has struggled to stay afloat, NOAH was aided (as they 
have continued to be) in some way financially by New Japan, and booked by former co-booker for 
New Japan, Jado. With these arrangements in place, things were looking up for the company and its 
talent leading into 2015 –  especially with the Suzuki-gun invasion in the earlier months. But, 
despite the best efforts of management, the invasion didn't take, and attendance fell from 2014.

Still, the Suzuki-gun angle was artistically appealing to some, but whilst they gathered good heel 
heat on occasion, NOAH crowd reactions, even for the likes of Suzuki/Sugiura or Suzuki/Takayama
at Korakuen Hall, fell flat. But, for whatever reason, the notion of NOAH president, Naomichi 
Marufuji, battling Minoru Suzuki for the GHC Title, had greater appeal than any of those matches, 
and in the Ota Ward Gymnasium show on Keiji Mutoh's birthday (and mine), December 23rd, 
Marufuji  reclaimed the GHC Heavyweight Title in the presence of Kenta Kobashi in the most well 
received bout that NOAH has seen in years. 

Marufuji is highly creative move-set and movement wise, but has quite frequently let his excess of 
creativity, his quirkiness, interfere with delivering good matches. However, on the 23rd Marufuji 
was precisely Marufuji enough to have a great match, and as Suzuki had his working shoes on they 
delivered with one of the best NOAH matches I have seen in well over a year. It was worked like a 
big match, and unlike so many other matches throughout the year in NOAH, AJPW, indies, and 
elsewhere, felt like one –  it wasn't a match of the year contender necessarily, but is a match that is 
worth going out of your way to see nonetheless: especially considering the outstanding (albeit 
logically flawed) Sugiura turn in the post match. 
**** ¼ 

Sendai Girls, 2016/01/09, Kellie Skater & Meiko Satomura vs. Chikayo Nagashima & Syuri 

Satomura is someone I have desired to follow in greater detail since her stellar  performance at the 
Bull Nakano Retirement show in 2012, but unfortunately never have. Regardless, 2016 will be the 
year that I satisfy that initial goal and have begun with one of the first Sendai Girls shows of the 
year, following Satomura's outstanding December outing with Io Shirai in Stardom. 

Syuri and Satomura started off with some beautiful, ultra realistic, kicks and footwork. 
Unfortunately, the tempo slowed substantially in the moments that followed, and didn't pick back 
up to any great extent in the minutes subsequent. Unlike the Marufuji/Suzuki match, they worked 
the closing stretch as if it were a Budokan Hall main event, in front of a couple of hundred 
moderately interested fans, which didn't work for obvious reasons. A true 15 minute progression 
from the first two or so minutes of this match would have been gold, but what we got on the 9th was 
not that.   
*** ¼ 

WWE Royal Rumble 2016/01/24, Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens, Last Man Standing

Given the amount of punishment that Ambrose and Owens put themselves through in what was my 
first live Royal Rumble opener, I felt bad. I felt bad not for watching the spectacle per se, but rather 
for viewing it with such negative eyes. I have great respect for both Kevin Owens and Dean 
Ambrose as performers, and in fact believe that if given the chance, they could be two of the top 
stars in the company –  and I have reiterated this opinion regarding Ambrose since his 2011/2 FCW 
matches with William Regal. However, in a similar fashion to the Bray Wyatt/Roman Reigns Hell 
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in a Cell, this Last Man Standing match, like so many in WWE history, lacked even the faintest 
sense of hatred, legitimacy, or unpredictability, for as much as Owens and Ambrose wished to 
scream "I hate you" at one another –  the highlight of the match. 

We know that Owens and Ambrose are capable of great things in a setting of this sort, Owens did it 
with El Generico, and Ambrose across CZW and the independent scene. However, since the death 
of the Shield, and with the exception of all things involving Brock Lesnar, the 2016 WWE product 
is too formulaic, too sanitized, to draw the visceral emotion that a match of this sort, the blow off to 
a blood feud, should convey. Instead of watching two men struggle to construct elaborate set pieces 
from tables and chairs, I should feel something. I should be invigorated, and not think on a strictly 
clinical level "that was good". And it is for that reason that many of the Last Man Standing matches 
and most other stipulation affairs have failed in my eyes. The set pieces are still there. The bumps 
are still there. But, the emotion isn't, and that's something I need from a supposed blood feud.
*** ¼ 

Star Ratings 

STARDOM:

Meiko Satomura vs. Io Shirai 2014/12/23 **** ¼ 

NJPW:

01/05:

Yoshiaki Fujiwara, Cheese Burger, Jushin Liger, Tiger Mask & Yohei Komatsu vs. Yuji Nagata, Sho
Tanaka, Manabu Nakanishi, Ryusuke Taguchi & Shiro Koshinaka

In terms of pure fun and pro-wres joy there was no beating this match. Sho Tanaka gave Fujiwara a 
stiff chop early, and paid for it dearly with Fujiwara slapping Tanaka with pure venom. Liger then 
unleashed Cheese Burger on Nakanishi, with Nakanishi of course no selling Cheese Burger's 
wonderfully pitiful offence. Team Koshinaka, or as they should have been dubbed, Team Hip 
Attack, did just that to cheese burger before he finally made the tag to Tiger Mask. Fujiwara didn't 
know quite what to make of Cheeseburger whilst his team was running wild, but promptly swatted 
him away regardless. Taguchi hip attacked a Liger propelled Burger before going at it with Komatsu
who he pinned with the Don Don. As was the case with the RAMBO, the following rating should 
mean nothing in your mind. ** 

Matt Sydal & Ricochet vs. Jay White & David Finlay ** ¾
Juice Robinson vs. Jay Lethal w/ Truth Martini ** ¾
 
Tama Tonga, Haku, Yujiro Takahashi & Guns & Gallows w/ Amber Gallows vs. Ten Cozy, 
KUSHIDA, Tomoaki Honma & Togi Makabe ** ¾ 

Tetsuya Naito, BUSHI & EVIL vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi, Michael Elgin & Mascara Dorada *** ¼ 
Shinsuke Nakamura & YOSHI-HASHI vs. AJ Styles & Kenny Omega *** ½ 

Kazuchika Okada, RPG Vice & Tomohiro Ishii vs. Katsuyori Shibata, Hirooki Goto & 
reDragon *** ¾ 
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Toru Yano & The Briscoes vs. The Young Bucks & Bad Luck Fale *** ¼ 

WWE

01/24:

Kevin Owens vs. Dean Ambrose *** ¼ 
Kofi Kingston & Big E w/ Xavier Woods vs. The Usos ***
Alberto Del Rio vs. Kalisto ** ½ 
Charlotte vs. Becky Lynch *** ¼ 
Royal Rumble Match ****

01/25:

AJ Styles vs. Chis Jericho *** ¼ 

Mid-South Wrestling (TV #152)
August 7th 1982 
Irish McNeil Boys Club: Shreveport, LA. 
Ben Carass.

Boyd Pierce & Bill Watts opened the show at the announce desk and Boyd hyped the exciting 
action to come this week, including Mr Olympia & JYD vs. One Man Gang & Killer Khan. 
Watts quickly reminded the viewers that JYD had left match maker Grizzly Smith in some “hot 
water” by refusing to wrestle on Mid-South TV unless it was against Ted DiBiase. Watts explained
however, that the Dog was still wrestling and defending the Mid-South Tag Team titles with Mr 
Olympia throughout the towns in the Mid-South area and making his commitments. He just would 
not wrestle on television again unless he got his hands on DiBiase. Watts stated that he had known 
JYD a long time and he was a man of his word and if he said he wasn't going to be there then he 
meant it.

Watts then threw to a video sent from Dick Murdoch, who was away on a six month tour of New 
Japan Pro Wrestling. Murdoch was stood at ringside in the old Osaka Prefectural Gymnasium (now
the Bodymaker Colosseum) with former long-time New Japan announcer, Ichiro Furutachi, who 
introduced himself in English then spoke in Japanese about the 1982 Summer Fight Series and 
mentioned the “Brainbuster.” Murdoch was the most reserved and polite he had ever been and 
thanked Furutachi, however noted that he didn't understand a word he said apart from “Dick 
Murdoch” and “Brainbuster.” Murdoch said it was 6pm and the building was filling up with fans 
for the matches. They showed the original Tiger Mask, Satoru Sayama, working out in the ring 
with some Young Lions and Murdoch talked about the great conditioning of the Japanese wrestlers 
and how competing against them would serve him well when he returned to Mid-South. Murdoch 
said he missed all the fans in the Mid-South area and couldn't wait to get back and see them all then 
noted he was teaming with Andre the Giant over in Japan and said then fans would probably see 
Andre back in Mid-South before he came back. Back at the desk with Boyd & Watts, who said we 
would hear more from Murdoch later in the show. - It was really cool to see Murdoch cut a 
localised promo for the Mid-South area all the way from Japan and at the time it must have made 
him seem like a huge international star to the people watching in Biloxi or Baton Rouge. Still, 
Murdoch came across as a good 'ol hard-working, humble, country boy, which no doubt endeared 
him even more to the fans watching on TV. The show the Murdoch video came from was day 17 of
the Summer Fight Series on July 6th 1982. For anyone that is interested, it was quite the stacked 
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show, with the top four matches on the card being, Tiger Mask defending the WWF Junior 
Heavyweight title against Ultraman. Dick Murdoch vs. Tatsumi Fujinami, Andre the Giant vs. 
Hulk Hogan and Antonio Inoki vs. El Canek. 

Non-Title Match: Ted DiBiase (North American Heavyweight Champion) vs. Tommy Saxton. -
DiBiase over in 3:35. Basic enhancement win for the champ. DiBiase completely destroyed Saxton
and won with his Powerslam and the Figure Four. Watts spent most of the match talking about how
DiBiase had made Grizzly Smith's life difficult by refusing to sign a contract to wrestle JYD and 
he said that all the promoters around the country wanted to book Junkyard Dog since he was not 
competing on Mid-South TV, including “Vince McMahon in New York.” - Little did he know. 
Watts also explained that Dick Murdoch was DiBiase's mentor and that he was unaware about the 
situation between DiBiase & JYD when he sent that first video in, however he later learned of 
DiBiase's actions.

Buck Robley vs. Bill Starr. - Robley over in 4:45. Match was insensately boring; Robley won with
a series of moves, including a Hotshot, Swinging Neckbreaker and the Sleeper hold. Watts spent 
this match going over the heat between Robley & DiBiase from their run-ins over the last couple of
weeks, and Robley's longer feud with Skandor Akbar's Army. Watts also stated again that he was
certain that JYD would not show up for his scheduled tag match.

“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan vs. Tony Torres. - Duggan over in 2:55. Duggan beat up Torres with 
some clubbering forearms and gave him a nice Shoulder-breaker. Watts said he had been informed 
that Ted DiBiase was willing to wrestle JYD on TV, however it had to be a tag match, with JYD & 
Mr Olympia defending the Mid-South Tag titles against himself & Duggan. Finish saw Duggan 
hit his flying NFL-style headbutt and his weird Avalanche Backbreaker. - Match was fine; DiBiase 
& Duggan both looked super strong in their squash matches here. 

Back with Boyd & Watts and they discussed “Iron” Mike Sharpe piledriving Skandor Akbar 
two weeks in a row. They aired the end of Sharpe vs. One Man Gang from two weeks ago when 
Akbar ate the first Piledriver then showed the entire Sharpe vs. Killer Khan match from last 
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week, during which Akbar took another Piledriver from Sharpe. 

Mr Olympia (Mississippi Heavyweight & Mid-South Tag Team Champion) & Paul Ellering 
vs. One Man Gang & Killer Khan (Louisiana Heavyweight Champion) w/Skandor Akbar.  - 
Khan & Gang over in 3:33. “Precious” Paul was subbing for JYD, who, just like Watts said, did 
not show up. Watts said he didn't condone JYD's actions but he fully understood his reasons 
behind them. In a rare continuity oversight on a Bill Watts show, Skandor Akbar was not wearing 
a neck-brace like last week, despite taking a second Piledriver from Mike Sharpe. Match was 
decent and when Khan & Olympia worked together it was great, however that didn't last very long
at all. Story of the match was the speedy, athletic babyfaces against the big ugly monster heel's 
power. It broke down with all four guys brawling in the ring and the finish saw the heels double 
team Ellering behind the referee's back then Khan hit his killer Knee Drop off the second rope to 
put Ellering away. - The short encounter between Khan & Mr Olympia made me desperately want
to see a singles match between the two, but sadly I don't think we ever get it.

Boyd & Watts were at the desk again and Watts told the story of Dick Murdoch mentoring a 
young Ted DiBiase like a big brother and claimed he helped him get into West Texas State, despite 
the fact that Murdoch never actually went to the college. Watts said that Murdoch was there for 
DiBiase when his dad, “Iron” Mike DiBiase, died from “fatal injuries” in the ring and that he had 
always looked out for him. They aired another video of Murdoch in Japan and he was still at 
ringside with Furutachi. Murdoch recapped tutoring DiBiase early on in his career then said all 
the fans in Japan were excited to learn about DiBiase winning the North American title; what a 
quaint notion. Murdoch, who was still playing the “By-golly, yes sir” humble babyface, challenged
DiBiase to a North American title match when he eventually got back from Japan (which was still 5
months away at this point) and said that “friendship goes out the window” when it comes to the 
title. Back with Boyd & Watts, and Watts explained that Murdoch had still not learned about how 
DiBiase won the North American title by turning on JYD when he sent the second video, however 
Watts claimed that he called Murdoch on the phone later that night and explained the whole 
situation. Watts never bothered to tell the viewers how Murdoch felt about the situation, although 
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Murdoch himself stated that, “Friendship goes out the window” when titles are involved, so surely 
he couldn't have been too upset about it. 

Watts then set up Murdoch's match from Osaka by stating that he was facing one of Japan's 
greatest champions, “Fuji-yama.” What we got were the entrances of Dick Murdoch & Tatsumi 
Fujinami from day 17 of the '82 Summer Fight Series and the ring introductions for both men. 
Murdoch kicked the ceremonial flowers into the crowd, which is probably where Kevin Owens 
got the idea, then tossed over the referee to get his hands on another bouquet of flowers, which 
again were duly kicked into the crowd. The bell rung and Fujinami immediately caught Murdoch 
with a dropkick. They traded a few punches then Murdoch took him over with a snapmare 
and….We were back with Boyd & Watts at the desk because the show had run out of time! They 
showed exactly 23 second of the match, despite airing the entrances and in-ring introductions in 
their entirity. Boyd explained that they had run out of time, but he assured viewers that Murdoch 
“gained the victory in that match”, which was an outright lie. Fujinami won the match via DQ in 
11 minutes. Boyd hyped JYD vs. Nick Bockwinkle from the Houston Colosseum on next week's 
show and noted that Bob Roop would be back as a guest commentator next week too. 

The stuff from Murdoch in Japan was the best thing on this show by far. DiBiase & Duggan were 
kept as a strong heel force and the storyline with JYD & DiBiase is still on the boil, but it was all 
about “Captain Redneck” and his exploits in “the Orient.” It's hard to imagine what viewers in the 
Mid-South towns made of seeing Murdoch over in Japan back in 1982, but, like I mentioned 
earlier, they presumably viewed Murdoch as a globe-trotting megastar, who was representing the 
good 'ol US of A in strange foreign lands. It was kind of a carny move to show only 23 seconds of 
the Murodch/Fujinami match and I can't really come up with a good explanation as to why. Maybe
they thought that only showing 23 seconds of the actual match would make it easier for viewers to 
believe that Murdoch went on to win. Unfortunately for Watts & Co, in 1982, they weren't 
banking on databases like cagematch.net and profightdb.com ruining their narrative with 
comprehensive results from hundreds of thousands of pro wrestling matches over the decades. 
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Next Week's Issue

We have another big issue coming up next week as we look at the build to Fastlane, 
FantasticaMania, Nakamura's final NJPW match for the foreseeable future, Yoshino vs Michinoku, 
more Joshi, RAW, Mid-South, and much more!

Contact

Subscribe Via Email: www.cubedcirclewrestling.com/subscribe-via-email
General Questions/Feedback/Suggestions: ryan@cubedcirclewrestling.com
Ben Carass’ Twitter: @BenCarass
Ryan Clingman’s Twitter : @RyanClingman   
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