
Cubed Circle Newsletter 218 – Back in Business!

After the release of the 2015 Cubed Circle Yearbook last week, we return with a more regular 
edition of the newsletter this week covering the New Japan Tokyo Dome, the departures that 
followed, the news of the week including NXT signings and injuries, as well as RAW from 
Monday. 

– Ryan Clingman, Cubed Circle Newsletter, Editor

The Pro-Wres Digest for January 11th – January 16th 2016.
Ben Carass

On January 12th New Japan officially stripped Shinsuke Nakamura of the IWGP Intercontinental 
title. Nakamura was scheduled to defend, and presumably lose, the belt to Kenny Omega on 14/2 at 
the New Beginning in Niigata after the angle on the New Year's Dash show where Omega pinned 
Nakamura clean, took control of the Bullet Club and challenged Nakamura to a championship 
match. While comparisons will be made to Alberto Del Rio not dropping the AAA Mega 
Heavyweight title before signing with WWE and subsequently being stripped of that title, the 
situation with Nakamura and Japan is completely different since, as of yet, Nakamura still has not 
officially signed with the WWE and, unlike Del Rio, will seemingly be allowed to work the 
remaining dates he has left for New Japan. There's the Fantasticamania tour from 17/1 – 24/1 and 
after that Nakamura's final dates will be on 29/1 in Tokorozawa, headlined by Nakamura, 
Kazuchika Okada, Tomohiro Ishii & Gedo vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi, Hirooki Goto,Katsuyori Shibata 
& Ryusuke Taguchi and 30/1 at Korakuen Hall with Nakamura, Okada & Ishii vs. Tanahashi, Goto 
& Shibata in an all-star main event. If New Japan wanted to, there is really no reason why 
Nakamura couldn't have dropped the title on any of these shows. It's not like with Del Rio, who 
came back and won the WWE US title while still holding the AAA belt, so there is no real conflict 
from WWE in having Nakamura lose matches on his way out of New Japan. According to the 
Observer, the decision not to have Nakamura drop the title to Omega was a New Japan one, which I
find hard to understand. Omega is now scheduled to face a mystery opponent on 14/2 in Niigata for 
the vacant IC title. The obvious choice to face Omega is Tanahashi, however is New Japan willing 
to have Tanahashi lose two big matches in a row? Omega needs a big win after taking control of the
Bullet Club and in my mind Tanahashi is a big enough star to recover from two big loses, so 
logically you would think Omega is winning the IC title on 14/2. The issue going forwards is that 
Omega, or anybody else for that matter, will almost certainly be unable bring the same prestige to 
the IC title as Nakamura, who has become more or less synonymous with that title over the past 
three years. In theory, Tanahashi could be the exception and would likely carry the IC title to similar
heights as Nakamura, however Tanahsahi clearly needs a break from long 20-30 minute main events
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to rest up his battered body and Kenny Omega losing his first big singles match as a heavyweight 
would almost certainly kill his new big push dead immediately. Nakamura was interviewed by 
Tokyo Sports last week and confirmed he was leaving for WWE and said that a match between 
Omega and himself would be a lame duck because the fans would all know who was going to win. 
Nakamura is scheduled to hold a press conference on 25/1 to talk about his departure, and according
Mike Johnson of PWInsider and Dave Meltzer in the Observer, is expected in Orlando at the 
Performance Centre in “early” February. Gedo has got some thinking to do over the next couple of 
weeks. 

Rocky Romero and Bad Luck Fale have resigned with 
New Japan after speculation that there was interest from 
WWE towards both men. The word was that Romero was 
being looked at for some kind of trainer/coach role at the 
Performance Centre, while Fale would have likely ended 
up on NXT TV with his ex-Bullet Club buddies, Karl 
Anderson & Doc Gallows. Romero inked a two year 
contract, which is interesting since New Japan usually 
signs guys to one year deals that come due every January, 
however after having Nakamura, Styles, Anderson & 
Gallows poached from under their noses it looks like New
Japan are making sure something similar doesn't happen 
again. Fale, who lives in New Zealand and would have to 
relocate to Florida if he went with WWE, wrote on 
Facebook, “I will stay with NJPW because they believed 
in me when I was nobody. That means more than anything
materialistic.” At press time there is still no word on 
whether Tama Tonga will resign with New Japan or head 
to the Performance Centre with his buddies. Tonga lives 
in Florida, so if he wants more time at home he could 
very well take a WWE developmental deal, although with
the exodus of Bullet Club members he is in line for a 
semi-big push in New Japan. I'm sure we'll have an 
update for you next week. 

AJ Styles, Karl Anderson & Doc Gallows have been finishing up their indie dates this week. Styles 
worked on 9/1 in Barnsville, GA for Doc Gallows' WrestleMerica promotion. The main event was 
set to be Styles vs. Jimmy Rave but it ended in a DQ after 4 minutes when Sal Rinauro interfered. It
turned into Styles & Gallows vs. Rave & Rinauro and Styles & Gallows ended up getting the win 
when they hit their finishes on Rinauro. AJ worked on 5 Star Wrestling's ambitious arena tour in the
UK this week; most of the feedback from the shows has been very negative. Styles worked Johnny 
Mundo on 13/1 in Newcastle, Rey Mysterio on 14/1 in Sheffield and Jay Lethal on 15/1 in 
Liverpool. Styles also will be working RevPro's first York Hall show of 2016 when he defends his 
Undisputed British Heavyweight championship against Zack Sabre Jr, in a match he is almost 
assuredly losing. Anderson & Gallows have some remaining ROH dates to get through before 
heading to Orlando. On 15/1 in Indianapolis, the Bullet Club (Anderson, Gallows & the Young 
Bucks) faced Jay Lethal, Roderick Strong & War Machine. 22/1 in North Carolina sees the exact 
same eight-man as the 15/1 show and on 23/1 in Atlanta, GA, Anderson & Gallows challenge War 
Machine for the ROH Teg Team titles. There was talk of AJ being a “surprise” in the Royal Rumble,
but since the news got out who knows what WWE are going to do. Dave Meltzer reported in the 
Observer this week that Anderson & Gallows are currently set to debut on NXT TV in early March.
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Korakuen Hall at New Year Dash, January 5th. 



Steve Austin, the highest drawing star in WWE history, was on the 100th episode of the Jim Ross 
podcast this week and he said he was “99 percent” confirmed for an appearance at WrestleMania 32
in Dallas. Austin noted that he had an “idea” for Creative but even if his idea doesn't fly he 
indicated that he would still likely be on the show. Obviously, he will not be wrestling. On a similar 
note, as reported in the Observer, the Rock is currently not scheduled for a match at WrestleMania. 
There are some insurance issues regarding the “Baywatch” movie that have been talked about for 
months when it comes to Johnson working the show. As is usually the case with these things, 
anything can change and if Rock is given the okay to compete then I'm sure WWE will jump at the 
chance to book him in a match. Dave Meltzer reported that Roman Reigns vs. HHH is pencilled in 
for the Mania main event (think about that), so in theory, if he is not wrestling, Rock could be in 
Reigns' corner to even the odds against the Authority. There's still no word on opponents for Brock 
Lesnar or the Undertaker. John Cena would have been the obvious choice to face Undertaker but 
that is out the window unless Cena can once again use his not-at-all suspicious freakishly quick 
healing powers. Kevin Owens and Samoa Joe would be great opponents for either Taker or Brock, 
but let's face it, neither are going to happen.  

Sting was announced as the first inductee into the WWE Hall of Fame class of 2016 on Monday 
11/1, a couple of hours before RAW went on the air. It was the usual WWE deal in that they 
“leaked” the info to certain mainstream news sites and the story was “broken” that way. WWE 
made their own announcement on RAW and it appears that Sting will be the headliner of this year's 
Hall of Fame ceremony at the American Airlines Centre in Dallas, TX the night before 
WrestleMania 32. Other potential names for this year's class reported in the Observer include the 
Freebirds, Michael Hayes, Terry Gordy & Buddy Roberts, which would make all the sense in the 
world with their connection to the Dallas territory in the early 80s. Jimmy Garvin is also apparently 
a possibility, as too, unbelievably, is John Layfield. 

CM Punk's MMA debut looks to be getting closer, as Dana White announced on 13/1 during an 
interview on TSN's Off the Record that relatively unknown fighter, Mickey Gall, is in line to face 
Punk. Gall, 23, is 1-0 as a pro and 2-0 as an amateur and was featured in a wacky angle on Dana 
White's “Looking for a Fight” YouTube show where he called out CM Punk after his first 
professional victory. White announced that Gall would be facing UFC debutante, Michael Jackson, 
(0-0), on the undercard of UFC 196 on 6/2 in Las Vegas and if Gall wins he will be the man to fight 
CM Punk in his first MMA fight. White later noted on Twitter that Jackson would not be in line to 
face Punk should he defeat Gall on 6/2. If all goes to plan it looks like Punk will be ready for his 
debut at UFC 200 on July 9th. 

The farce that is the AAA Mega Heavyweight championship, which has been vacant since October 
last year when Alberto Del Rio jumped back to WWE without dropping the title, will finally be 
decided on 22/1 at the rescheduled Guerra de Titanes show in Mexico City. Well, sort of. Guerra de 
Titanes, AAA's annal big year-end show, was set for December 12th but ended up being cancelled 
when the Rey Mysterio Jr vs. Johnny Mundo match to crown a new Mega champion was scrapped 
due to both men being double-booked with Lucha Underground that weekend. Neither Mysterio nor
Mundo are booked on the 22/1 show in Mexico City and the main event will be Dr. Wagner Jr & 
Psycho Clown vs. Mesias & Texano Jr. The winners of that tag team match will then face each other
in a singles match at the Rey de Reyes show in March to determine the new AAA Mega 
Heavyweight champion. - Championships in Mexico, everybody. 

Lucha Underground signed a TV deal in Canada with the Telelatino Network (TLN) to air English 
language episodes of season two at 10pm Eastern on Sunday nights. As of yet there is still no 
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Spanish language platform announced for season two, which could hurt. Their latest tapings were 
on 9/1 & 10/1 and some new names were brought in for several different roles. Paul London was 
there as an agent and helped guys lay out matches but didn't wrestle. Sami Callihan had a try-out 
three-way match with Flamita, also making his LU debut, & King Cureno. Reports were that Sami 
had a tough time showing his best stuff as he was not used to working the lucha style. Tessa 
Blanchard worked a dark match against Ivelisse; by all accounts it was an absolute disaster and 
Blanchard suffered a serious injury which is said to be either a broken collar bone or a broken arm. 

Matt Taven underwent knee surgery on 12/1 after tearing his ACL, his medial meniscus and 
rupturing his lateral meniscus at ROH's Final Battle show on 18/12. The operation took four-and-a-
half hours to complete and the surgeon, Dr Andreas Gomoil, commented afterwards, “I have never 
seen a meniscus rupture this bad in my medical career. It’s totally befuddling to me that he was able 
to continue the match.” According to Gomoil, Taven is looking at nine months to a year of 
rehabbing before he can get back in the ring. 

The WWE injury list just keeps getting longer, as Rusev suffered a minor knee injury while 
working a house show in Bossier City, LA on 9/1. He missed RAW & SmackDown this week but 
apparently doesn't require surgery and should hopefully be back in time for the Royal Rumble next 
week. Sasha Banks & Paige have also been off TV due to injuries. PWInsider is claiming that 
Banks has an MCL injury, while the Observer could only confirm it is a “lower body injury.” For 
whatever reason, WWE are trying to keep all these injuries quiet and Banks herself even went on 
Twitter and claimed not to be hurt. The word on Paige is that she suffered a concussion at the 
Allentwon, PA house show on 28/12. John Cena is already rehabbing his shoulder after successful 
surgery on 7/1. He noted on Twitter,  “Day six post operation. Movement is very good but because a
giant chunk of cartilage is missing, this one may take a bit.” 

La Sombra made his NXT debut at the 8/1 house show in Tampa in front of a sellout crowd of 550 
fans. Manny Andrade, which is basically his real name (Manuel Alfonso Andrade Oropeza) beat 
Riddick Moss with his running double knees in the corner. Apparently the fans chanted, “white 
pants” at him because most of them had no idea who he was. Also on that show Rich Swann lost to 
Elias Sampson and the main event saw Finn Balor & Bull Dempsey beat Tye Dillinger & Tino 
Sabatelli. The 9/1 show in Citrus Springs saw Rich Swann beat Chris Girard (the former Biff 
Busick) in his debut with a standing 450. Andrade didn't work the Citrus Springs show for whatever
reason and the main event saw Finn Balor, Enzo Amore & Colin Cassady beat Tino Sabatelli, Dash 
& Dawson. Kevin Owens made a surprise appearance on the 14/1 house show in Milwaukee, WI. 
He came out after Sami Zayn had beaten Tommaso Ciampa and cut a promo about how much he 
loved working in the Turner Hall building when he was on the indies. He heeled on Zayn and Sami 
ended up giving Owens a Yakuza kick then told Owens he can have his RAW & SmackDown main 
events, because NXT belongs to him. 

The Styles & Nakamura Exodus, And Its Effect on NJPW
Ryan Clingman

Debates are often waged and conversations had surrounding major professional wrestling events 
and matches. What was the greatest WrestleMania? How did this year's Tokyo Dome show compare
to last? Questions of this sort will and have arisen following this year's Tokyo Dome Show, 
WrestleKingdom 10. But, there is a statement that may go largely unquestioned regarding this year's
Dome show –  "WrestleKingdom 10 was the most historically relevant Tokyo Dome show of the 
Kidani era, and more broadly, of the decade".
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There was a fair degree of controversy surrounding the 2013 Tokyo Dome classic, as Laughter 7, 
the hot outsider duo of Kazushi Sakuraba and Katsuyori Shibata, were defeated by Shinsuke 
Nakamura and Togi Makabe respectively, before word of backstage resentment surfaced but a few 
days later. This had longer term ramifications for the company than many may have first suspected. 
Bushi Road president, Takaaki Kidani, hoped to play a heel authority figure affiliated with Laughter
7, but upper management vetoed that decision. Consequently. Shibata and Sakuraba –  as the 
outsiders who left a floundering New Japan only to return when the company began to warm up 
many years later – served as casualties of what could have been a far uglier situation for New Japan 
and Japanese pro-wrestling in general. 

As important an historical note as that story was, the events surrounding WrestleKingdom 10 will 
be remembered as major catalysts for change in modern puroresu. These events were of course the 
reported signings (NOTE: It should be stated that NO official statements have yet been made by the 
WWE, but numerous sources have confirmed the situation to reputable media figures, including 
Court Bauer and Dave Meltzer.) of Karl Anderson, Doc Gallows, AJ Styles, and Shinsuke 
Nakamura by the WWE. Whilst many may forget Anderson's pre-Bullet Club capacity as a main 
event level star, working G1 finals and IWGP Heavyweight Title matches, the loss of Guns & 
Gallows in 2016 is not a major one for the company, nor is it at all surprising. The acquisition of 
Styles and Nakamura was very much so, however – the signing of the second or third largest star in 
the company, Shinsuke Nakamura, in particular. 

AJ Styles is a performer that has been sporadically discussed as a WWE prospect since he initially 
garnered significant international attention in TNA. He was as popular a modern NJPW gaijin as 
any, getting over faster and to a great degree than any New Japan gaijin of the last five or so years 
in his 2014 debut year. Even so, there is almost always a cap on just how big a foreign star can get 
in Japan, and two years away from 40 with discussion of retirement over the next five years at play, 
if Styles was to sign with the WWE, 2016 was the time to do it. This decision is particularly valid 
when Styles in his 2014-2016 position didn't have a downside, and thus lost out when required to 
rest injuries, such as his recent herniated disks. It is for these reasons, as well as the NXT success of
the likes of Devitt, Zayn, Kana, and even Hideo Itami that his suspected high-paying/high-profile 
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offer was likely made worth while. Nakamura's motives are less well defined, however.

From the perspective of a native Japanese star, such as Nakamura, one who has been developing in 
the company since the early 2000s, and was amongst the top three stars in NJPW at any given time 
over the last 5-7 years monetary concerns must have been less tantamount. Personal motives to 
leave New Japan may run far deeper for Nakamura – especially when considering the potential "job
for life" that he would have likely adopted in the NJPW office or dojo over the next ten to fifteen 
years. From all accounts Nakamura's motives are fuelled primarily by a KENTA-like ambition to 
succeed as a Japanese star on a major stage in the United States.

Nakamura has a larger upside than KENTA both locally and abroad. His work, whilst primarily in a 
different style, has been at the same or higher level than KENTA's for years. He also has the innate 
charisma and star quality in greater quantities, and of a different sort than the stoic Hideo Itami. 
This will serve Nakamura well in the WWE, as barring a sudden and dramatic change in company 
mindset, the former IWGP Intercontinental Champion will face reprogramming.

The extent to which either Nakamura or Styles will be reprogrammed in the coming months is a 
decidedly difficult question to answer. For one, the signing of international talents to major 
contracts is a fairly new practice, and was very rare, if not unheard of, at the time of Balor's signing 
in 2014. What this may imply, particularly for a man of Styles' age, is a debut straight to the main 
roster. An appearance of this sort has never been seen in the modern WWE, and would indicate a 
major shift in mindset regarding stars from other promotions –  a mindset distinct even from that of 
August 2015, when the Dudley Boyz returned to the company with the same gimmicks as on the 
day of their departure in 2005, despite evolving considerably in TNA.

With news breaking of the talent exodus but a day or so following the Tokyo Dome show, there was
an air of uncertainty and excitement surrounding this year's New Year Dash that has alluded most 
New Japan shows for the better part of 18 months. And it was a show that ultimately lived up to that
anticipation, a show that saw Omega pin Nakamura with partner AJ Styles opposite YOSHI-HASHI
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& Shinsuke Nakamura. More importantly, Korakuen witnessed the post-match destruction of AJ 
Styles by fellow Bullet Club members Guns & Gallows, The Young Bucks, and orchestrator Kenny 
Omega.

It was a brilliant angle and Styles' send-off, as he departed with tears in his eyes, legitimate or 
otherwise, selling his back and following Japanese wrestling tradition by bowing to all four sides of 
the ring. It was a memorable angle and farewell for one of the best gaijins to wrestle in New Japan 
this decade. But, even with Omega pushed to the top of the Intercontinental Championship queue, 
New Japan announced earlier this week that Nakamura would instead be stripped of the title, which 
will remain vacant for the time being. Potential reasons for this decision deserve considerable 
discussion, although it can perhaps most simply be explained by Gedo and upper management's 
insistence on believability in championship matches –  as fans would fully expect a title change in a 
Nakamura/Omega match at Korakuen Hall. 

Nevertheless, Kenny Omega looks to be one of the key fixtures in post-Nakamura era New Japan. 
The Intercontinental Championship picture will likely centre around Omega, Tanahashi, and 
Tetsuya Naito for the majority of 2016. This is a strong group, but there is little doubt that the loss 
of four men will pose a great threat to roster depth for some time, if not at the top, then most 
certainly elsewhere.  

New Japan is not on the precipice of major decline, as popular a narrative as this may be, they still 
have the likes of Ishii, Shibata, Naito, and Ibushi (should he return in good health from his recent 
neck injury) to fill out the upper card. But, depth has been lost as some of the former mid and upper 
mid card talent will be brought up to replace those who left. This is in some ways a positive, as 
fresher talent will be given an opportunity to revitalize a stale main event scene. But, there is no 
guarantee that any of the rising talent will catch on to the same extent as two of the world's best 
performers, as ample time as they may be given.
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Optimistically, on January 31st  Takashi Sugiura will challenge Naomichi Marufuji for the GHC 
Heavyweight Championship with an additional stipulation that should Marufuji win, Suzuki-gun 
will be forced to leave Pro-Wrestling NOAH. Booking wise, it would make sense for Marufuji to 
come out victorious against Suzuki-gun, who have thus far failed to ignite the still financially 
precarious promotion, as some predicted they would. And with New Japan likely supplying funding 
to NOAH, a Suzuki-gun return to NJPW seems most likely, if not in February, perhaps by the end of
2016. The reintroduction of Davey Boy Smith Jr., Lance Archer, and Minoru Suzuki could be a 
spark for new found promotional growth. This is especially true when Sugiura, NOAH stalwart and 
often underrated performer, would also be forced to leave NOAH, after he aligned with Suzuki-gun 
in December, replenishing lost depth on the upper and mid-card. 

It would be out of character for a Japanese promotion to raid the rosters of other talent-rich 
companies such as All Japan, Big Japan, DDT, and even Wrestle-1. It would, however, be in the 
best interests of smaller promotions, All Japan and Wrestle-1 in particular, to pursue inter-
promotional relationships with New Japan. Booking, even for a single protected match, a Jun 
Akiyama, Kento Miyahara, Zack Sabre Jr., Takao Omori, Masakatsu Funaki, Daisuke Sekimoto, or 
HARISHIMA would greatly improve the quality of bigger shows and tours. This is especially true 
when Nakamura is no longer available to headline one half of the B-level tours.

The probability of New Japan beginning inter-promotional relationships outside of their preexisting 
ones with CMLL, NOAH, and DDT (to some extent), are comparatively small in relation to the 
utilisation of many other star-making avenues for the company, but may be their best possible route 
at this moment.

New Japan Pro Wrestling, WrestleKingdom 10 January 4th 2015
Tokyo Dome, Bunkyō, Tokyo 
Ryan Clingman

Pre-Show: 

0. New Japan Rumble (THE RAMBO!)

First out was Jushin Thunder Liger, followed by Yoshiaki Fujiwara, who probably had a 
significantly harder time walking to the ring than participating in the match. Suffice to say, 
Fujiwara's work here was not of the same calibre as his Tenryu retirement show match with Minoru 
Suzuki and company. Tiger Mask entered next. He and Liger attempted a double leg lock –  not 
surprisingly they payed for it. Seeing Matt Striker, Kevin Kelly, and Yoshitatsu at ringside muted 
filled me with a sense of morbid curiosity – curiosity to see two of my least favourite announcers 
announcers, and Yoshitatsu, call one of the year's most important events. To the assured delight of 
Dylan Hales and company, Cheeseburger entered next, leading to an interaction with Fujiwara, a 
match up most probably evading even the most adventurous and seasoned of Fire Pro players. He 
threw plush cheeseburgers into the crowd as he entered. As was the case in 2014, Hiro Saito entered
next, looking more like Keiji Mutoh than ever before; YOSHI-HASHI followed. Liger and his 
protege, Cheeseburger, did some double-teaming for a while. Mascara Dorada entered in his special
match garb. I couldn't understand the commentary, but heard Cheeseburger mentioned perhaps more
often than anyone else. Captain New Japan entered and was swiftly submitted by Fujiwara, who 
was then pinned under a dog-pile. Nakanishi JOGGED out, perhaps shortly after chugging a bottle 
of motor lubricant down. He looks healthier than he has in a long time. 2014 RAMBO winner, Yuji 
Nagata was out next. Liger aided Cheeseburger and others in the elimination of his own partner, as 
well as Saito. Satoshi Kojima too jogged down. Kojima held HASHI for Cheeseburger's machine 
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gun chops, but disgusted at poor Burger's form, pushed HASHI into him. The other half of TenCozy
was next down (also in great comparative shape), then Taguchi. Unfortunately, it would seem that 
everyone hates Taguchi, who was kicked repeatedly in his posterior by Nagata and sextuple teamed.
Shiro Koshinaka made a surprise appearance bonding with Taguchi over the art of the flying hip 
attack! Everyone took a back-side to the face! HAKU CAME DOWN AS A MEMBER OF THE 
BULLET CLUB! Nagata and Kojima were eliminated by Haku. Kabuki was next out! Tenzan 
submitted Haku, who was swiftly pinned by Taguchi. Cheeseburger was terrified of Kabuki. A 
bruised and battered Sakuraba was next out; he engaged Kabuki in a striking battle before getting 
misted by Kabuki, who was DQ'ed in the process. Taguchi rolled Sakuraba up, and he was then 
dog-piled for a very quick elimination. Sakuraba had the most worrying of any appearance in this 
entire match. Jado entered down the ramp accompanied by idol singer Momoka Ariyasu for 
promotional reasons, right after Cheeseburger was eliminated by Kojima and HASHI. Jado and 
Ariyasu argued on the outside about who would take the spot in the RAMBO. Jado jumped in and 
was almost pinned by Koshinaka's diving hip attack, with Taguchi breaking it out to land his own 
hip attack on Koshinaka,. Pinning him –  a passing of the torch. Jado then low-bridged Taguchi to 
win the 2015 RAMBO! Ariyasu cut a super long promo and was lifted by Jado in a bizarre finish to 
another bizarre RAMBO. The following rating is essentially meaningless.
* ¼ 

We then had Tanahashi and Makabe appearing as cavemen via video to promote the new Doraemon 
movie and limited edition Doraemon/New Japan gloves (?) –  a partnership that we covered 
pictorially a few weeks ago. Someone in Nobita suit (Doraemon's main human character), a 
caveman (in New Japan gloves), and a little girl then appeared on stage together with an alien robot 
thing. This was of course followed by caveman Doraemon! There was then the most bizarre of all 
wrestling concerts, as Tanahashi and Makabe, together with Cavemen and the little girl danced both 
in screen and in person (ignoring Tanahashi and Makabe, of course). This surpassed the Astroboy 
appearance years ago as the greatest modern movie tie-in at a wrestling show. It goes without 
saying that this was better than any Mania concert ever, although still garnered approximately the 
same reaction. The movie trailer was also great. 

Main Show:

1. IWGP Junior Heavyweight Tag Team Championship Match
reDragon vs. Young Bucks vs. RPG Vice vs. Matt Sydal & Ricochet

Amazingly, on Romero's eye patch is printed a picture of himself with an eye patch. Cody Hall 
aided the Bucks in jumping the three other teams from behind. This match was for its majority most
of what was expected. There was a very creative spot, with Nick Jackson doing his standard tope 
over 'O Reilly, who was performing an armbar on his brother in the ropes. Hall interfered for some 
good heat before border-tossing Ricochet into most everyone out on the floor. There were flips 
everywhere, the reactions to which demonstrated just how big juniors can get over in the Dome, 
even if that has been the case for several years. There was a unique superplex tug of war spot with 
Romero playing the tie breaker. Sydal and Ricochet did their double shooting star spot, but Romero 
took More Bang For Young Buck for the Bucks victory. We knew what this match was going to be 
from the onset, and this was as good as it could have possibly been. On the way out, the Bucks gave
a shout out to "all their boys at The Fed".
**** 

2. NEVER Openweight Six-Man Championship Match
Yujiro Takahashi, Bad Luck Fale & Tama Tonga vs. Toru Yano & Mark & Jaw Briscoe
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This match was a match to decide the inaugural NEVER Openweight six-man champions. Tama 
Tonga was arguably the best man in-ring heading into this match. One of the announcers said about 
Yujiro's valet "lookingu good desu". As one would expect, the match dropped to the floor 
immediately. As has been evident for the last couple of months, Yano, like Chaos stablemate 
Kazuchika Okada for some time, has given up on bleaching his hair. The usual Bullet Club/Yano 
shenanigans ensued. Tonga and Jay worked the majority of the match as the two best workers. It 
was mostly pretty basic with the Briscoes pinning Tonga with a doomsday device in what I would 
consider an upset in what ended up as the come down from the opener. 
** ½ 

3. ROH World Championship Match
Jay Lethal w/ Truth Martini vs. Michael Elgin

Martini had a "Japanese copy" of The Book of Truth. Elgin overpowered Lethal early, landing the 
delayed and deadline suplex that originally endeared him to the NJPW fanbase. Martini blocked a 
kick with The Book before taking a massive tope, which sent Lethal himself careening into the 
guard rail; he followed with a second. Lethal worked Elgin over with a chin lock, but kept things 
entertaining. Elgin began his comeback with a series of power moves, including a bridging Deadlift 
German hold. Elgin took the Lethal Combination and elbow. Lethal kicked out of a top rope falcon 
arrow. Martini was backfisted to death. Lethal took the buckle bomb, but managed to land a shot 
with the book and Lethal injection for the win. They had a fun ten minute match. 
*** 

4. IWGP Junior Heavyweight Championship Match
Kenny Omega w/ The Young Bucks vs. KUSHIDA w/ Ryusuke Taguchi

KUSHIDA had an outstanding entrance with Taguchi playing a Doc Brown from the Back to the 
Future series, controlling what I assumed to be KUSHIDA via remote control. Taguchi was 
speaking to himself, whilst making wacky faces. Unfortunately, the heel shenanigans continued 
with the Bucks and Kenny landing super kicks on Taguchi and KUSHIDA before the bell. Omega 
sprayed hair spray in KUSHIDA's face before whacking him over the head with a garbage can –  
landing a moonsault off of the guardrail, can in hand. Further stale shenanigans ensued. The Bucks 
reduced the match to further comedy playing drums on the cans. KUSHIDA began his comeback 
with a handspring to the face before beginning some arm work. KUSHIDA landed a giant punch 
and sold the hand, allowing Omega enough time to recover in order to avoid the corkscrew splash. 
KUSHIDA countered Croyt's Wrath into a Kimura, whilst the Bucks engaged in a tug of war with 
mad scientist Taguchi saving the day with a garbage can. Omega went for Katayoku no Tenshi, 
KUSHIDA countered, but took a knee to the face and a sit out powerbomb for two! Another knee 
followed, but KUSHIDA countered the Katayoku no Tenshi for the fall. Unfortunately, KUSHIDA 
couldn't lock the arm, so Omega's shoulder was clearly up –  thankfully, it was out of the referee's 
view regardless. 
*** ¾ 

5. IWGP Tag Team Championship Match
Karl Anderson & Doc Gallows w/ Amber Gallows vs. Tomoaki Honma & Togi Makabe 

Anderson was in outstanding shape, which was in hindsight a sign of what was to come. 
Regardless, the hope here, just as over the past couple of years, is for a Honma/Makabe victory to 
revitalize the division. Because, as the early portions of this match demonstrated, Bullet Club 
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chicanery is more than stale. This commenced less than engaging heat before Anderson and Honma 
had a good face-off and Guns & Gallows ramped things up. Regardless of what I think, the crowd 
was all for it. Honma countered the Gun Stun and landed a flying headbutt. The closing stretch with
Makabe and Gallows was very good with Makabe slapping Honma, firing him up, and allowing 
him to land the Kokeshi, and Makabe the King Kong Knee on Gallows for the big win, and what 
will hopefully be the dawn of a new tag team division. This match, even at thirteen minutes 
overstayed its welcome. 
*** ¼ 

6. Tetsuya Naito vs. Hirooki Goto

EVIL was dressed in a robe, waving lasers around before BUSHI came out in a Day of the Dead 
inspired mask with sickle, and Naito walked down in a white suit with snow monkey mask. There 
was yet more interference, as BUSHI and EVIL jumped Goto before the bell as well as on the 
outside –  tiresome to say the least. Naito landed a neck breaker from the apron through a table, 
which broke, but not all of the way through. As has come to be expected from scumbag Naito, poor 
Goto was spat upon. Goto landed a sunset bomb from the top rope. A fiery forearm battle ensued 
with Goto getting the better of Naito landing an over the knee neck breaker. There was an unneeded
ref bump. Goto landed his lariat and went for the Shouten Kai, but EVIL and BUSHI ran in. BUSHI
sprayed mist in EVIL's face before being laid out by Goto. Naito grabbed a sneaky roll up, but Goto
kicked out and landed the Shouten Kai for the win. 
*** ¼ 

7. NEVER Openweight Championship Match
Tomohiro Ishii vs. Katsuyori Shibata 

I don't believe that I have written a report since Ishii's new theme debuted –  it should be said that it 
is a fitting addition to an already great song library. They came out with slaps and tried to kill each 
other before slowing down to a forearm battle, which the Dome was super into (Chono and Liger 
were guests on commentary). Ishii landed a kick to the back and Shibata looked at him as if to say 

“that can't be all you have!”. They then 
did the wacky “you kick my back, Ill 
kick yours” spot, which borders on self 
parody. Shibata killed Ishii and 
dropped him with one strike after 
taking several vicious chops! Ishii 
crawled back with a back suplex for a 
double down. Ishii kicked Shibata in 
the head tauntingly. Elbows and chops 
followed! There was a white hot 
sequence of elbows and kicks from 
Shibata ending with a big boot, which 
sent Ishii down to the mat. Ishii inched 
his way out of an octopus hold and 
took several rough facewashes. Ishii 

took jabs and elbows, diving into Shibata's strikes with massive intensity and knocking him down 
with one strike of his own. Shibata brutalized Ishii in a similar spot, and drove his face through 
Ishii's head before getting lariated to death for another double down. Ishii attempted the armbar lift, 
but as at the Korakuen tag, was pulled back into the armbar. Unlike in that match, however, his 
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escape made sense at the ropes. Big boot wars! No selling of doom! Ishii tried to Honmanize 
Shibata's voice box with chops, before spiking him with a powerbomb for two. Ishii went up top for
the suplex, but Shibata tried for a Kimura. He couldn't get it, and so hung Ishii up arm first. Shibata 
no sold a dropkick and Ishii landed a lariat! Sliding D for two! Crowd dipped a bit for the double 
down. Ishii took an enzuigiri and was knocked with a lariat. There was another double down again! 
Ishii sold a headlock like a God! I then wrote near unintelligible gibberish, as Shibata landed kicks 
to the lungs, a PK was blocked, and these two men traded the most brutal single series of headbutts 
I have ever seen in pro-wrestling. Shibata landed a big head-kick for the count of one. Ishii 
responded with a lariat of death for two. At this point it was time to go hone, and they did, with 
Shibata landing a back-fist, Ishii catching the PK, but then Shibata landing another for the win. 
**** ¾ 

8. IWGP Intercontinental Championship Match
Shinsuke Nakamura vs. AJ Styles

AJ came out in a tremendous Bullet Club mask. They teased the Styles Clash and Boma Ye early in 
a beautiful exchange. Styles shot a "Bullet" at Nakamura, which Nakamura promptly ate! 
Nakamura did a Swagsuke version of the AJ hand sign. Nakamura lulled AJ back first and he 
seemingly landed badly. But was faking and ran Nakamura off with a knee –  brilliance on AJ's part.
Styles locked in a cattle mutilation; Nakamura made it to the ropes. Nakamura came back with a 
back breaker and rammed Styles, back first, into the guardrail. Styles took a series of kicks to the 

gut and an enzuigiri before being 
vibrated and front suplexed, which 
made a incredible sound in the 
cavernous Tokyo Dome. Nakamura 
landed a knee to the back. Styles 
came back with a springboard 
forearm. Styles tried for a suplex, 
sold his back, but managed to pull 
off a snap suplex in the corner. 
Shinsuke escaped from a Calf 
Killer and went for the Boma Ye. 
Nakamura avoided, but was caught 
back in the calf killer. Nakamura 
countered into an armbar, but took 
a shot to the face and relinquished. 
There was a super exchange before 

AJ took a gigantic bump from a top rope Boma Ye for the double down. A super stiff forearm battle 
ensued (not by the prior match's standards, however). Another awesome exchange followed. 
Nakamura connected with a Boma Ye, but Styles kicked out. Nakamura killed Nakamura with a 
knee! AJ landed a 450 splash of doom; again for two.  AJ came back with a back fist, but Nakamura
countered into a weird armbar, which was then countered into the Styles Clash, which was one of 
the best and most memorable moments of the entire match. Nakamura kicked out! The Tokyo Dome
popped very well for this spot! Styles busted out the Bloody Sunday! Nakamura was planted face 
down in the middle of the ring! Styles attempted the Styles clash from the very top, but Styles 
landed a high kick! A seemingly out of control death valley driver from the top for two! A Boma Ye 
to the back of the head and one to the front for win followed for the Nakamura victory! The two 
WWE signees fist-bumped afterwards. 
**** ¾ 
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9. IWGP Heavyweight Championship Match 
Kazuchika Okada w/ Gedo vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi

They started off slow and traditional, a good contrast to the prior two matches on the card. 
Tanahashi then slapped Okada off of the break, which led to an intense flurry, with Okada knocking 
Tanahashi off of his feet with a big boot. Tanahashi, began to demonstrate subtle heel tendencies , 
going after Okada's leg, and breaking after a couple of counts. Tanahashi countered an attempted 
tombstone and was drop kicked to the outside with a springboard dropkick, which Okada sold 

immediately. Okada booted Tanahashi over the 
barricade and landed a running splash on the other 
side! Tanahashi missed a senton from the middle 
role. Okada then kipped up, on his bad leg, and 
unfortunately didn't have the nuance to pull that 
no-sell off. Tanahashi went back after the leg. 
Okada followed Tanahashi to the top rope, but was 
dragon screwed to death for his troubles. Another 
one followed coupled with a sling blade on the 
apron! Okada then took a high impact high fly flow
to the outside. Okada teased a slip to lose via count
out –  excellent work. Okada took a high fly flow 
to the knees and Tanahashi locked in his cloverleaf;
Okada made it to the ropes. Okada required referee
assistance to free his leg. He then went for a 
jackknife pin and turned it into a belly to back over
the knee of the shoulder neck breaker, after which 
he continued to sell the leg. A forearm battle 
followed. Okada landed repeated dropkicks, five or
six in a row; didn't touch his leg a single time! He 
then landed one from the top rope; this portion of 
the match felt disjointed. A diving elbow followed, 
but Tanahashi countered an attempted tombstone 
into a package for two. Tanahashi came back with 
another dragon screw, which Okada was now 
forced to sell. A high angle clover leaf was locked 

in. The Dome was screaming here! Tanahashi landed a neck breaker and sling blade and missed a 
high fly flow. Okada landed a neck breaker of his own followed by a tombstone and rainmaker for 
two! Okada landed a High Fly Flow, but Tanahashi kicked out! Tanahashi landed a rainmaker and 
went up top, landing a high fly flow to the back and one to the gut for almost two! Okada's face 
read "I am going to kill you now". Okada was prone as in after his 2015 loss, but dropkicked 
Tanahashi mid high-fly-flow! Tanahashi levelled Okada with a slap and landed a dropkick. 
Tanahashi ducked a rainmaker, took the German, but then slapped Okada to his knees. But, the story
was that after battling for over three years and the WrestleKingdom victory over Tanahashi evading 
Okada, he held onto Tanahashi's wrist for dear life, summed up the strength, landed three 
Rainmakers just to be safe, and beat the former ace of the company on their grandest stage. 
**** ¾ 
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RAW Ramblings – January 11th 2016.
Smoothie King Centre: New Orleans, LA.
Ben Carass.

We're back to some sort of normalcy after the holiday period and the 2015 Yearbook festivities, so 
what better way to follow up the tremendous 2015 Yearbook with a review of a completely useless 
RAW show?! Going up against the College Football Championship game, the white flag was flying 
high above Titan Towers and WWE did absolutely nothing to even try keep viewers from switching 
to the game. The third hour saved the show from being a complete disaster, however the first two 
hours were full of the usual illogical booking and awful scripting that has plagued the show for 
years. 

The main story of the show was the McMahons booking Roman Reigns in a “One vs. All” match, 
which in fact turned out to be just a singles match with a bunch of interference. Opening segment 
was everybody's favourite deal of having 99.9% of the roster stood on the stage like a bunch of 
plebs while Vince & Stephanie made jokes about how one of the chumps on the stage would be the
next WWE champion. Vince singled out Dolph Ziggler & Kevin Owens as guys who could win 
the Royal Rumble, which was clearly a rib on both guys. The key point was that Vince named 
dropped Brock Lesnar, who of course was not on the stage with the other jokers. Reigns came out 
and asked what would happen if he retained the title in the Rumble and Steph booked him in a 
“One vs. All” match to prove that he had no chance of winning. Apparently, Vince forgot what 
changes he made to the script only ten minutes before and said Reigns would be facing everybody 
on the stage then decided it would only be half of the guys, none of which turned out to be the case. 
Sheamus attacked Ambrose on the stage for no reason and Vince booked them in the opener, 
which went to a lame double-count out after 14 boring minutes. Ambrose sent Sheamus into the 
steps and Sheamo got busted open hardway; he was bleeding all over the place and his pale skin 
made the visual even better. Kevin Owens turned up and attacked Ambrose afterwards. 

Paul Heyman met with Vince & Steph in the back and told them that Brock Lesnar, their biggest 
drawing star, should not have to compete in the Royal Rumble with all the other geeks and said that 
Brock should go straight to the main event of WrestlleMania. Heyman told the McMahons that 
Lesnar refused to compete in the Rumble and Stephanie replied that Vince owns Brock's contract 
and he is ordering him to be in the Rumble. Paul said he would go talk to his client. So we had the 
goofy “One vs. All” match. Vince & Steph brought out the Ascension, New Day, the Wyatt 
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Family, Stardust, Alberto Del Rio, Sheamus & Kevin Owens as Reigns' opponents. Vince told 
Owens to get Reigns and we basically got a 15 minute Owens vs. Reigns match It was fine, 
although Owens did his headlock of doom and killed the crowd. Finally the geeks attacked, Reigns 
took out the Ascension, Tyler Breeze (who showed up out of nowhere) and Stardust. Vince set the
rest of his goons on Reigns and New Day, Del Rio, Sheamus & Owens all beat down Roman.  
The Wyatts just held back and watched. Brock Lesnar's music hit and woke the crowd up after 
being dead all night then the best babyface in the history of the universe annihilated the gang of heel
losers. Lesnar took out New Day, suplexed Big E & Owens then traded potatoes with Sheamus. 
Lesnar sent Del Rio & Sheamus to Suplex City too and cleared house, leaving only himself and 
the beaten Reigns. Lesnar hoisted Reigns up and gave him an F5 and Cole asked who could stop 
Lesnar from winning the Rumble. Brock walked out and Reigns started to come round and he 
smiled like he did during the WrestleMania 31 match when Brock was killing him to death. It was a
great angle to close the show, but there were so many things wrong with the way they got to it. 
First, they didn't even bother to explain the rules of the main event, “One vs. All” match. Then they 
trot out Owens & Del Rio as part of Vince's goon-squad to get killed; at least they protected the 
Wyatts I suppose. And don't get me started on why the hell Vince didn't just make it a WWE title 
match and order all the heels to jump Reigns at once. As usual, Brock Lesnar & Paul Heyman 
saved the show. 

The only other good thing on the show was Kalisto beating Alberto Del Rio for the US title. 
Kalisto pinned Del Rio clean on SmackDown and got his title shot here. Del Rio cut a solid promo 
beforehand and took credit for injuring John Cena and said that Cena would not be at 
WrestleMania because of him. Match was very good and worth checking out; they told a good story
with Alberto trying to use his size and Kalisto going for his movez. Finish saw Kalisto counter a 
German into a roll-up to become the new champ at 15:14. 

Other Stuff that Happened: Titus O'Neil downed Stardust in a poor 3:25 match. Stardust, who 
had his face painted like Ziggy Stardust, attacked Titus afterwards so this wretched feud must 
continue even though Titus has beaten Stardust clean three times. Chris Jericho had New Day on 
the Highlight Reel and they exchanged unfunny lines until the Usos came out and Jericho 
challenged New Day to a match on their behalf. Usos beat New Day in a 15 minute snorer after, 
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wait for it… A DISTRACTION FINISH! Jericho broke Xavier's trombone which distracted Kofi 
and an Uso rolled him up for the pin. Babyfaces winning matches via distraction roll-ups? What the 
name of Toots Mondt's ghost?! JBL announced that Sting was going into the WWE Hall of Fame 
and they showed a video package of Sting's career. JBL claimed Sting started his career in New 
Orleans; WWE HIZTORY! THIS ACTUALLY WAS ON TV: The Wyatts faced the Social 
Outcasts! Imagine such a thing. To make it worse, Ryback showed up after only a minute and tried
to attack the Wyatts. For some asinine reason, the Social Outcasts continued to fight with the 
Wyatts and everyone brawled all over the place. It was a total mess. Charlotte & Ric Flair were 
mean to Becky Lynch in the back; Flair said “Wooooo.” Charlotte was booked against Brie Bella,
but Becky hit the ring  before the bell and had a cold brawl with Charlotte. Afterwards, Flair said 
Charlotte was in no condition to compete and they walked out. Sucked. 
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Ryan's WON Year End Awards 2015

LOU THESZ/RIC FLAIR AWARD 

1. Sasha Banks
2. Kazuchika Okada
3. AJ Styles

Honourable Mentions: Seth Rollins, Jay Lethal, 
Roderick Strong

MMA MOST VALUABLE FIGHTER:

1. Ronda Rousey 
2. Connor McGregor 
3. Daniel Cormier 

MOST OUTSTANDING WRESTLER:

1. Roderick Strong
2. Kota Ibushi
3. Chris Hero

Honourable Mentions: Timothy Thatcher, Kazuchika 
Okada, AJ Styles, Zack Sabre Jr., Mike Bailey 

MOST OUTSTANDING FIGHTER:

1. Robbie Lawler
2. Rafael dos Anjos
3. Joanna Jędrzejczyk

BEST BOX OFFICE DRAW:

1. Ronda Rousey 
2. Connor McGregor
3. Brock Lesnar

Honourable Mentions: John Cena, Kazuchika Okada

FEUD OF THE YEAR

1. Sasha Banks vs. Bayley 
2. Tomohiro Ishii vs. Tomoaki Honma 
3. Timothy Thatcher vs. Chris Hero

Honourable Mentions: Connor McGregor vs. Jose 
Aldo, Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar

TAG TEAM OF THE YEAR

1. Young Bucks
2. Strong BJ
3. Chad Gable & Jason Jordan 

Honourable Mentions: Jun Akiyama & Takao Omori, 
reDragon

MOST IMPROVED

1. Bayley
2. Michael Elgin
3. Roman Reigns

Honourable Mentions: Kamaitachi, Dragon Lee, Sasha
Banks

BEST ON INTERVIEWS 

1. Connor McGregor
2. Kevin Owens
3. Xavier Woods

Honourable Mentions: Paul Heyman

MOST CHARISMATIC

1. Connor McGregor
2. Shinsuke Nakamura
3. Sasha Banks

Honourable Mentions: Pentagon Jr., Kazuchika Okada,
Bayley, Rush, Roderick Strong

BEST TECHNICAL WRESTLER

1. Timothy Thatcher
2. Zack Sabre Jr. 
3. Drew Gulak

Honourable Mentions: Tracy Williams, Biff Busick

BRUISER BRODY MEMORIAL AWARD

1. Drew Galloway
2. Pentagon Jr. 
3. Tomohiro Ishii

Honourable Mentions: Katsuyori Shibata, Mike Bailey, 
Roderick Strong 
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BEST FLYING WRESTLER

1. Mike Bailey
2. Kota Ibushi
3. KUSHIDA

Honourable Mentions: Dragon Lee, Kamaitachi (I 
didn't see enough of either of these guys this year), 
Matt Sydal, Will Ospreay 

MOST OVERRATED

1. Kane
2. Roman Reigns
3. Alberto Del Rio

Dishonourable Mentions: Stephanie McMahon, Triple 
H, Sheamus, Bad Luck Fale, Eva Marie

MOST UNDERRATED

1. Antonio Cesaro
2. Luke Harper
3. Dean Ambrose

Honourable Mentions: Mascara Dorada, Jimmy Rave

PROMOTION OF THE YEAR

1. New Japan Pro-Wrestling
2. Pro-Wrestling Guerrilla 
3. EVOLVE/WWN Live

Honourable Mentions: Revolution Pro, Lucha 
Underground 

BEST WEEKLY  TV SHOW

1. Lucha Underground 
2. NJPW on AXS
3. WWE NXT

PRO WRESTLING MATCH OF THE YEAR

1. Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Kota Ibushi, NJPW 
WrestleKingdom 10, Tokyo, January 4th

2. Roderick Strong vs. Mike Bailey, PWG Mystery 
Vortex III, Reseda California, June 26th

3. Chris Hero vs. Zack Sabre Jr., PWG Mystery 
Vortex III, Reseda California, June 26th

Honourable Mentions: See the 2015 CCN Yearbook 

MMA MATCH OF THE YEAR

1. Daniel Cormier vs. Alexander Gustafsson, UFC 
192, Toyota Center, Houston, October 3rd

2. Robbie Lawler vs. Rory McDonald, UFC 189, 
Las Vegas Nevada, July 11th

3. Jeremy Stephens vs. Dennis Bermudez, UFC 
189, Las Vegas Nevada, July 11th

Honourable Mentions: Travis Brown vs. Andrei 
Arlovski, Connor McGregor vs. Chad Mendez

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 

1. Jay White
2. Chad Gable
3. David Finlay

Honourable Mentions: Matt Riddle (Didn't see enough)

BEST NON-WRESTLER PERFORMER 

1. Xavier Woods
2. Dario Cueto
3. William Regal

Honourable Mentions: Paul Heyman

BEST TELEVISION ANNOUNCER

1. Mauro Ranallo
2. Excalibur 
3. Josh Barnett 

Honourable Mentions: Chris Hero, Lenny Leonard, 
Rob Naylor, Chuck Taylor

WORST TELEVISION ANNOUNCER

1. Matt Striker
2. Vampiro
3. John Bradshaw Layfield

Dishonourable Mentions: Kevin Kelly, Steve Corino, 
Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Bryan Saxton
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BEST MAJOR SHOW

1. NJPW WrestleKingdom 9, January 4th, Tokyo 
Dome, Tokyo

2. PWG Mystery Vortex III, June 26th,  American 
Legion Post #308, Reseda, California 

3. NJPW Dominion, July 5th, Osaka Jo-Hall, Osaka

Honourable Mentions: PWG Don't Sweat The 
Technique, PWG Battle of Los Angeles Night Two

"CATEGORY B" AWARDS. PICK ONE IN EACH 
CATEGORY. WINNER CHOSEN ON THE BASIS 
OF FIRST PLACE VOTES.

WORST MAJOR SHOW OF THE YEAR 

• WWE Payback, May 17th, Royal Farms Arena, 
Baltimore, Maryland 

BEST WRESTLING MANEUVER 

• German Suplex Hold Into Rainmaker – 
Kazuchika Okada

Honourable Mentions: End of Heartache, Meltzer 
Driver

MOST DISGUSTING PROMOTIONAL TACTIC 

• WWE exploiting the death of Reid Flair 

WORST TELEVISION SHOW 

• WWE Monday Night RAW 

WORST MATCH OF THE YEAR 

• Intercontinental Championship Elimination 
Chamber, WWE Elimination Chamber, May 
31st, American Bank Center, Corpus Christi, 
Texas

 
Dishonourable Mentions: John Cena vs. Rusev WWE 
Payback, Great Kabuki, KAI & Buki vs. Great Kojika, 
Jun Kasai & Toru Sugiura, Tenryu Retirement Show, 
Los Villanos vs Psycho Circus AAA TripleMania

WORST FEUD OF THE YEAR

• Roman Reigns vs. Bray Wyatt

Dishonourable Mentions: Kingdom vs. Guns & 
Gallows, John Cena vs. Rusev, Rusev vs. Dolf Ziggler

WORST PROMOTION

• Impact Wrestling

Dishonourable Mentions: WWE

BEST BOOKER 

• Gedo (and Jado)

Honourable Mentions: PWG Crew 

PROMOTER OF THE YEAR 

• Takaaki Kidani

Honourable Mentions: Dana White, PWG Crew

BEST GIMMICK 

• Tetsuya Naito, Apathetic Heel Scumbag

Honourable Mentions: New Day, Mike Bailey

WORST GIMMICK 

• Bray Wyatt stealing Undertaker & Kane's souls. 

Dishonourable Mentions: Lana & Ziggler as a couple, 
Stardust

BEST WRESTLING BOOK 

• Abstain

BEST PRO WRESTLING DVD 

• Abstain
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Next Week's Issue

In next week's issue we look at the Royal Rumble go-home show, NJPW New Year Dash, New 
Japan contract updates, the return of RAW ratings, the news, and much more! For further updates 
visit the new and improved cubedcirclewrestling.com.

Contact

Subscribe Via Email: www.cubedcirclewrestling.com/subscribe-via-email
General Questions/Feedback/Suggestions: ryan@cubedcirclewrestling.com
Ben Carass’ Twitter: @BenCarass
Ryan Clingman’s Twitter : @RyanClingman                       
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