
Cubed Circle Newsletter 205 – NJPW Destruction, RevPro Road-trip, WWE MSG & More!

We have a larger than average newsletter for you this week covering not only NJPW Destruction 
from Kobe and Okayama, and more specifically the bad booking that came with it, but also in-depth
coverage from the latest set of Rev Pro/NJPW shows from Ben who was at the shows live, WWE 
from MSG, John Cena's hiatus, TNA wackiness, RAW, NXT Takeover Respect, and a lot more!

– Ryan Clingman, Cubed Circle Newsletter Editor

The Pro-Wres Digest for October 2nd – October 10th 2015. 
Ben Carass.

Some major news broke last Friday (Oct 2nd) when it was revealed that the WWE’s top star for the 
last decade, John Cena, would be taking the rest of the year off. Nobody seems to know the real 
reason why Cena wants the time off, although it is certainly not injury related. F4WOnline.com 
reported that it was down to “personal reasons”, while PWTorch.com claimed that Cena needed to 
“recharge and try to be the catalyst for a RAW TV turnaround next year leading into 
WrestleMania.” It certainly looks like Cena is pulling the old Hulk Hogan trick of disappearing for 
a couple of months during a ratings slump, only to return during the time of year when business 
picks up regardless. But hey, after 10 years of being the only real, true, megastar the company has 
created and carrying the promotion on his back, Cena deserves to pick and choose his shots at this 
point in his career. Cena isn’t advertised for anything after the Hell in a Cell PPV on October 25th 
and will not be on the European tour either. Nikki Bella will be working the European tour, so 
Cena’s time off apparently has nothing to do with her. Dave Meltzer noted in the Observer that 
Cena asked for this time off back in August, so WWE have known for some time that they were 
going to be without their biggest star, but they have apparently not taken it seriously because 
nobody on the roster is in a strong enough position to step in to that top babyface role while Cena is 
out. They have a perfect opportunity to turn a brand new face into a star, as, conceivably, someone 
could come up from NXT and beat Cena for the US title during one of his open challenges. Sadly, 
such a scenario seems unlikely, because, after all, this is the WWE and they will probably just try to
reignite a guy they have already turned into a mid-carder like Dean Ambrose. Cena is currently still 
being advertised for shows in December, including the annual big house show at Madison Square 
Garden on December 26th, although, obviously, that could be changed. 

For many people, the lack of English language commentary is an insurmountable obstacle when it 
comes to Japanese pro wrestling. Personally, I do not understand this mentality but nevertheless 
there are plenty of people who have been clamouring for New Japan Pro Wrestling to implement an 
English commentary team for their big shows. As Wrestle Kingdom 9 proved with Jim Ross as the 
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lead announcer, there are about 12,000 people who would be willing to purchase a PPV or sign up 
to NJPW World if the company provides them with an English language option. So when New 
Japan announced it would in fact be presenting King of Pro Wrestling on October 12th with an 
English commentary team, I’m sure a lot of fans were excited about the prospect…until they read 
the names that New Japan picked to call the show: Kevin Kelly and Matt Striker. I know Jim Ross 
would come at a higher price, but he would also get a much larger amount of press and intrigue 
from his own personal fans compared to Kelly and Striker. According to Dave Meltzer, New Japan 
didn’t even contact Ross about the job, nor did they inquire about the best announce team on TV, 
Mauro Ranallo and Josh Barnett, who already know the product and do a fantastic job on the New 
Japan TV show on AXS. I actually watched Wrestle Kingdom 9 live with the Japanese commentary 
and went back a second time to see how Jim Ross did at calling the product. But that was Jim Ross. 
I can almost guarantee that I will not be doing the same for King of Pro Wrestling, unless reports 
emerge of Kelly and Striker being so horrendous that it becomes intriguing enough for me to check 
it out. Otherwise, I’ll just stick to the traditional Japanese commentary, because, as Meltzer so 
succinctly put it on the 10/3 Observer Radio podcast, “It’s f**king Striker!”
 
Duke Roofus revealed on Monday that CM Punk injured his shoulder a couple of weeks ago and is 
due for a diagnosis on October 14th. "He got caught in a scramble, so right now he's taking a little 
time off," Roofus told ESPN.com. "He was doing great before that. His progress has been good. 
He's got a great attitude and he's a hard worker." Roofus estimated that Punk would be out for six to
ten months and would not be rushed back into training until he is fully healed. UFC 200 is on July 
9th 2016 and Roofus intimated that it would make the most sense for Punk to debut on that show. "I 
gave up managing fighters, but I understand the promotion business," Roufus said. "I think it's 
smart business. I was at UFC 100 [in 2009] when Brock Lesnar was showcased, and I saw the 
impact of that."

In typical TNA fashion, Dixie Carter’s “big” announcement on Monday was basically that they are 
going to India to make a further announcement. They will be taping some TV over there, but I guess
Sony SIX, TNA’s Indian television partner, wanted them to wait until they were in the country 
before dropping such a monumental bombshell.  Mahabili Shera, Ethan Carter III, Rebel and 
Executive Vice President of TV/Talent Relations, John Gaburick will be appearing in Mumbai, 
Ahmedabad, Hyderabad and Bangalore from 10/19 to 10/22. With one tour announced to be 
announced, on Friday TNA cancelled all its house show dates in Louisiana and Mississippi from 
10/29 through to 11/1. Maybe they should have brought back Erik Watts to try and pop the town 
like they did with the Von Erich kids when Bound for Glory was in Texas. As of this week, TNA 
claims it will be taping shows for TV when they tour the UK in January, but of course that could all 
change by the time you are reading this.

But wait, there’s yet more TNA stupidity afoot. Matt Hardy won the TNA World title at Bound for 
Glory on 4/10 beating Drew Galloway & EC3 in a three-way with Jeff Hardy as the referee and two
days later on 6/10, he vacated the title via a YouTube video. The story is that EC3 filled an 
injunction to prohibit Hardy from appearing on TV with the belt because he thinks Aunt Dixie was 
in cahoots with the Hardys. Because they have not TV taped in months, they will be airing a 
tournament they have had in the can since June and will edit it in such a way that it appears like the 
participants are competing in a World Title tourney. You just can’t make this stuff up.

Triple H did his usual pre-NXT Takeover Conference Call on Tuesday, here are a few of the 
highlights: He claimed he was late because he had to call Bruno Sammartino and wish him a happy 
80th birthday. Said the 'Respect' name has a lot to do with Dusty Rhodes and put over the Dusty 
Rhodes Classic. When asked about NXT’s fan base he said NXT is "more edgier, underground, 
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niche." "We're feeding that niche, but that niche is huge […] I know who my fan base is with NXT, 
and that's who I'm trying to serve." Someone asked about Jushin Liger and whether we'd see more 

guys like that coming in and HHH 
said he's open to anything but there 
are "limitations due to business 
reasons." He put over Bayley & Sasha
and said their Brooklyn match was 
one of the best he's ever seen. Of 
course, he used the ridiculous Ronda 
Rousey/US women's soccer team 
analogy. He mentioned the Tweets 
with Finn Balor outside the TNA 
office and said it wasn’t a big deal and
thought they were funny. Trips was 
asked if it was hard to sell the idea of 
a women’s Iron Man match to Vince, 
but said he [Vince] doesn't make that 
final decision in NXT and claimed 
“Vince is all about the fans,” it just 
takes him a while to “come around.” 
Talked about how Vince being 
hesitant to attend NXT Brooklyn 
because he would be just sat around 
doing nothing. HHH noted that Vince 
sat at gorilla and just enjoyed the 
show. The final question was about 
Gabe Sapolsky and the relationship 
with Evolve/WWN. HHH said the 
entire indie scene was a feeder 

system, but he really likes what Evolve do and wants to support their product. He added that if they 
didn't have room at the Performance Centre for certain guys they would be sent to Gabe for extra 
bookings and said the indie undercurrents are healthy for the business. 

The latest situation with Jimmy Snuka is that they are skipping a preliminary hearing and going 
straight to trial. The defence and prosecution reached a deal which includes the defence getting all 
of the grand jury transcripts. Snuka's lawyer blasted the potential preliminary hearing as a "sham" 
because the prosecution intended to have one investigator recount what was heard in front of the 
grand jury, instead of allowing the complete transcripts to be submitted as evidence. Snuka is due to
start chemotherapy very soon to treat his stomach cancer, so it is in the best interest of everybody 
involved to get this thing moving along as quickly as possible.

Former Pride boss Nobuyuki Sakakibara's new promotion, which was named as Rizin Fighting 
Federation at a press conference in Tokyo on Thursday, will be running two shows at the end of the 
year on December 29 and 31 at the Saitama Super Arena. Fedor Emelianenko will be making his 
return on the New Year’s Eve show and is rumoured to be fighting no name Indian kickboxer, 
Jaideep Singh. Perhaps more crazy than Fedor returning to MMA after three years of retirement is 
that fact that Kazushi Sakuraba will be headlining the 12/29 show against 32 year-old, current 
OneFC Lightweight Champion, Shinya Aoki in a catchweight bout. Sakuraba, 46, will certainly 
help Sakakibara’s new promotion get some publicity but I certainly am not looking forward to 
seeing the broken down Sakuraba fighting a man 14 years his junior. Aoki is 38-6-1NC and has won
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his last eight fights in OneFC and DREAM respectively.

James Storm was spotted entering Full Sail University before the NXT Takeover Special on 
Wednesday. A picture of Storm walking into the building with Billy Gunn surfaced online before 
the event started and Twitter blew up with speculation of Storm making a potential surprise 
appearance. In the end Strom never appeared on the show, which we have full coverage of in this 
issue. Storm did appear on the NXT TV tapings on 10/8, which we’ve got coverage of at the end of 
the Digest.

The original Mistico, Luis Urive, whom has been working in AAA as Myzteziz ever since he left 
the WWE last year, returned to Arena Mexico on Friday night during a Lucha Libre Elite show. He 
showed up to cut a promo and was announced for a match with Lucha Libre Elite on 10/25 at Arena
Mexico, the building he packed week after week during his hot run for CMLL in 06/07. Myzteziz is
in the middle of a feud with Rey Mysterio Jr in AAA and Lucha Libre Elite is only a small-time 
independent compared to AAA or CMLL, so this looks like some kind of political move on Urive’s 
part maybe to show AAA that he is worth more than they are paying him. On the other hand, AAA 
could have okayed the whole thing and this isn’t really a story at all. We’ll have to wait and see. 

Devin Taylor and Cal Bishop were cut from WWE developmental on 9/10. Taylor was the regular 
backstage interviewer on the NXT TV show, however they have tons of good looking women to fill 
her spot so I’m sure she won’t be missed too much. Bishop had never made it on to TV and barely 
even worked any house shows.
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On an unrelated note, Friday October 9th would have been Eddie Guerrero’s 48th birthday. 

NXT TV Tapings – October 9th 2015.
Full Sail University: Winter Park, FL.

Taped for Oct 14th – Alexa Bliss interrupted Bayley’s celebration promo and snatched the 
Women’s title off her. Vaudevillains over Sawyer Fulton & Angelo Dawkins; apparently they had 
to reshoot the finish due to a botch.  Nia Jax squashed Evie from Shine. Apollo Crews won a 
Battle Royal to become the #1 contender for the NXT title.

Taped for Oct 21st –  Asuka over Billie Kaye. Enzo & Cass beat Dash & Dawson; post-match 
Dash & Dawson beat up Enzo & Cass. “The Cowboy” James Storm over Martin Stone. Alexa 
Biss downed Peyton Royce. Baron Corbin over Rhyno in a reportedly poor match. 

Taped for October 28th – Emma beat Shazza McKenzie from Shimmer. Chad Gable & Jason 
Jordan over Tomasso Ciampa & Johnny Gargano. Nia Jax squashed Kay Lee Ray from Shine. 
Dash & Dawson jumped Enzo & Cass while they were making their entrance for a match. Samoa 
Joe downed Tyler Breeze. Finn Balor over Tye Dillinger. 

Questionable Booking Decisions Heading Out of NJPW  'Destruction'
Ryan Clingman 

Two weeks ago New Japan Pro-Wrestling ran their now annual pair of 'Destruction' shows, the first 
from Okayama, and the second from Kobe. Largely, the events delivered when compared to 
reasonable expectations heading in – the first show was very clearly a B or even C level show, and 
the second in Kobe was, at the very best, mid-tier B-level. No match of the years candidates took 
place, nor was the undercard on either show of much note. However, what will be remembered, at 
least for the next few months heading out of the shows, are the two major contentious title changes 
that took place, one in Okayama and the other in Kobe – KUSHIDA dropping the IWGP Jr. 
Heavyweight Title to Kenny Omega,  and Hirooki Goto losing the IWGP Intercontinental 
Championship to Shinsuke Nakamura, respectively. 
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KUSHIDA relinquished a championship that he had only won 80 days prior at the 'Dominion' show 
in June to the man that he won it from, Kenny Omega, a change that felt like a major positive for 
New Japan, and the Junior division in particular less than three months ago. Since Devitt's near year
long reign almost three years ago, the company has yet to keep the championship on any single 
performer in their still fairly shallow junior division for more than a few months. And this has only 
accentuated the faults in a division that has been growing more insignificant with each year, it 
would seem. Primarily, this is why KUSHIDA needed a long reign with the belt, not because he 
would have fallen to the undercard if he had lost it (apart from championship matches the junior 
division is mostly seated in the undercard to begin with), but rather that with the championship as a 
constant hot-potato, there exists no stable ground upon which to build a strong division. 

The hype behind KUSHIDA wasn't something that the internet fabricated, or that the hardcore New 
Japan fanbase in Japan pushed for with resistance from the company. No, it was New Japan who 
aired videos of an eight or so year old KUSHIDA practising dives onto a practice dummy on home 
video, and it was New Japan who helped construct the emotional build and pay off to his victory at 
'Dominion'. The natural question that follows is one of New Japan's motivation for switching the 
title after only one successful defence on the part of KUSHIDA. In all likelihood, the switch was 
made in order to set up a Time Splitters IWGP Jr. Tag Title run with Shelley back in action after 
injury. However, as far and away the biggest junior star in the company, with the exception of Kota 
Ibushi who is now working as a heavyweight in any case, there is no reason that KUSHIDA 
couldn't have been a double champion, especially with the majority of the New Japan events now 
being split over two days. And even if, for whatever reason, it was required that KUSHIDA only 
hold one belt at a time, why then put the title on KUSHIDA, and not just keep Omega as champion?

Having only successfully defended the Junior title once across two reigns, KUSHIDA was 
undoubtedly hurt by this loss, and after teetering on the precipice of what could have been the start 
of a career-defining run, KUSHIDA has been unduly shoved back, and unfortunately it may take 
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him, and the Junior division, quite some time to regain the momentum it seemed to have gathered 
over the last few months. 

Apart from the match's outcome, the manner in which the title change took place was also poor, 
with a flat referee distraction finish, after repeated instances of over the top and not in the least bit 
believable interference from the Bullet Club that added nothing to the match, and if anything 
heavily detracted from it. 

The main event of the Kobe show, Hirooki Goto versus Shinsuke Nakamura was the best of the two
matches by a wide margin, which was to be expected, especially when considering the amount of 
interference the KUSHIDA match had. However, whilst perhaps not as damaging, the match's 
results told a similar story for the championships and men involved. 

Hirooki Goto, through little fault of his own, came into New Japan at the wrong time, a second 
generation star, debuting roughly two and a half years after Hiroshi Tanahashi and Shibata, a year 
after Nakamura, and becoming a main roster presence long before Okada and Naito. Pinned 
between the last two major generations of New Japan stars, and going through a process of 
reinvention in 2010/2011, Goto has been a performer who, for the longest time, should have been a 
star on the level of a Shinsuke Nakamura or Kazuchika Okada, but never quite reached it due to 
circumstance. 

He helped build the IWGP Intercontinental championship during his first reign, but the man most 
responsible for its rise in stature was Shinsuke Nakamura. However, after dropping the strap to 
Goto in May it was thought that Goto would have had a strong title reign in 2015, and perhaps even 
2016 against some of the top stars that Nakamura battled during his reigns as champion. But, 
unfortunately for Goto, he only ended up having a single title defence during his entire reign as 
champion from May to September. He did, however, end up besting IWGP Heavyweight Champion
Kazuchika Okada during this year's G1, but still lost to Nakamura, which of course set up the 
'Destruction' match in Kobe. 

The decision to switch the Intercontinental Championship isn't questionable to the same extent as 
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the Jr. title change in Okayama, but still leaves a number of questions that should have been asked 
when booking the finish unanswered. The primary question should have been whether this change 
was going to hamper Goto's growth as a performer, growth that has been largely stifled by the fact 
that he more often than not, loses to the company's upper echelon slotting him in an upper-midcard 
role. Secondly, how would the title and the person winning the title benefit from the change? As 
much as prestige has soaked into the title through some kind of “overness” osmosis, in reality 
Nakamura is a big enough star, and the Intercontinental picture and Goto were open to enough fresh
matches, that neither the championship nor Nakamura will heavily benefit from this change, at least
in the short term. This is especially true when Nakamura drops the title only to win it back without 
the person who he had dropped the title to getting many opportunities to assert themselves as 
champion through title defences. 

Neither change is by any means a catastrophic booking disaster, or anything quite close. However, 
in the case of KUSHIDA in particular, this change may be seen as a strange quirk in what will 
hopefully become a strong IWGP Junior title picture, or, if the division remains stagnant it may be 
seen as one of the several major missed opportunities that have passed the division by in the last 
several years. The Intercontinental Championship change, taking place on a bigger platform, and 
naturally being the second most important title in the company, isn't under the same pressure from 
the switch, however, Goto's ability to absorb another loss of this sort should be in question after 
suffering this same fate year on year. 

Of course, 'Destruction' is not the final singles internet pay-per-view of the year, as 'King of Pro-
Wrestling', a show that since its inception in October of 2011 for New Japan's first internet pay-per-
view, has housed some of the better New Japan matches of any given year. Headlining the show 
will be Kazuchika Okada defending his IWGP Heavyweight Championship against AJ Styles in 
what will likely be his final defence until the Dome, and most assuredly his final defence before 
facing Genichiro Tenryu in Tenryu's supposed retirement match at Sumo Hall on November 15th. I 
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expect a  great match, even if they intend to go with some Bullet Club shenanigans early on. 
Whether or not they change the title depends on what their current Bullet Club direction is, namely, 
whether they wish to put all of the titles on the Bullet Club for the third or fourth time. This is only 
a rough idea, however, and is based solely off of Omega's win, and the company's booking pattern 
of having Bullet Club members win and lose championships as a group. Still, I would be surprised 
to see Okada lose, as Okada/Tanahashi once more feels, to me personally, the far bigger of the two 
possibilities. 

There are actually more than two possibilities here, as apathetic Naito will be challenging Tanahashi
for his Tokyo Dome contract, much in the same way that Fale did at 'Destruction. It will, 
undoubtedly be a better match than Fale's lumbering performance two weeks ago, even if Naito 
decides to do absolutely nothing, which there isn't a chance of.  

Elsewhere on the card, RPG Vice challenge reDragon in a somewhat fresh and exciting match, only 
tainted by the fact that we have seen these two teams several times in three and four-way matches 
with the Young Bucks. Still, I almost always enjoy the two-on-two variant more than multi-man 
tags, and for that reason I expect a good match. Other interesting matches on the show, including 
Tomohiro Ishii's NEVER title challenge to Togi Makabe, a match that I would like to see Ishii win, 
allowing him to walk away with the title, and away from this stale program with Makabe. Kenny 
Omega will work opposite Sydal in what sounds like a very good Jr. Heavyweight title match, on 
paper, that will almost assuredly be marred by Bullet Club interference.

Ryan's Star Ratings:

Destruction in Okayama:

reDragon vs. Jushin Thunder Liger & Mascara Dorada ***
Steve Anthony vs. Tiger Mask IV ** ½ (an extra ½ for the return of Bruce Tharpe!)
Hiroshi Tanahashi & Matt Sydal vs. Tama Tonga & Bad Luck Fale ** ¾ 
KUSHIDA vs. Kenny Omega *** ¾
Togi Makabe vs. Kota Ibushi *** ¾ 

Destruction in Kobe: 

Yohei Komatsu & Sho Tanaka vs. David Finlay & Jay White *** ¼ 
Tetsuya Naito vs. Katsuyori Shibata **** ¼ 
reDragon vs. Time Splitters *** ¾ 
Hiroshi Tanahashi vs. Bad Luck Fale ** ½ 
Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Hirooki Goto ****

Rev Pro/New Japan Double Shot Weekend.
Oct 2 & 3. London/Reading, UK.
Ben Carass.

On Friday October 2nd, the York Hall in Bethnal Green, London was once again sold out, with 1,200
fans packing the historic combat sports venue to see the biggest stars from New Japan Pro Wrestling
join forces with one of the two hottest independents in the UK, Revolution Pro Wrestling, for 
“Uprising 2015.” If you wanted to argue that the show was the biggest the UK scene had witnessed 
since the World of Sport era, I would have a hard time disagreeing with you. This felt like a special 
show and without a doubt it was the greatest card I have ever seen live. There have been better 
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stand-out matches on other shows I’ve been to, but from top to bottom “Uprising” was an incredible
night of wrestling that will live long in the memory of anyone who was there to experience it. 

Unfortunately  York Hall was unavailable for back-to-back nights, so the “War of the Worlds UK” 
show on October 3rd took place at the Rivermead Leisure Complex in Reading, about 40 miles west 
of London. Overall, the show couldn’t match the quality of the night before and the venue certainly 
didn’t have the same electric atmosphere that 1,200 fans created in the compact York Hall. The set 
up was basically a gymnasium with pull-out bleachers and a lot of open space between the different 
sections of the floor seats, which made for poor acoustics compared to the famous old Hall. I’d 
estimate maybe 700-800 people, which is a great crowd for any UK independent, but without the 
intimate setting the show was already missing something that was present the night before. 

There was a meet-and-greet prior to each show which initially my girlfriend Bev and I were not 
going to go to, as we didn’t purchase a ticket for either day since we didn’t want something to go 
wrong with our travel plans and end up missing the event. We probably could have made it to the 
York Hall meet and greet, but I figured that we had probably already missed the 150 people cut off 
limit and decided to go to Subway instead. On the way back we did spot AJ Styles on his way to 
York Hall, so we were satisfied with that. On Saturday we were out of the hotel by 11am, on the 
train at 1pm and in Reading at 1:45pm, which gave us a good three hours to kill before the doors 
opened. We decided to go see if we could make it into the meet-and-greet even though we didn’t 
have a ticket. I assumed we’d get in with no problem, as what kind of wrestling promoter would 
turn away people willing to pay money up front? Sure enough, promoter Andy Quildan was on the 
door and he let us right in for £15 each; the entrance fee also gave you a free signed 8x10 and a 
picture with the wrestler of your choice. Bev chose Nakamura and I went for Tanahashi. 

So inside this gymnasium in Reading, England, were all the stars of New Japan Pro Wrestling sat or
stood behind their gimmick tables chatting and posing with fans; it was quite a surreal experience at
first. The gimmick tables were set up in a circle around the gym and as you walked in through the 
door there was, in an anticlockwise order, Tanahashi & Nakamura, Tenzan & Kojima, Okada & 
Gedo, Liger & Kushida, Naito then finally Anderson & Gallows. Whilst waiting in the line to 
meet Tanahashi, I looked around and saw that all the wrestlers were busy with fans, apart from the 
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guys sat at the very next table to us, Tenzan & Kojima, who were sat down chatting to Tiger 
Hattori. I don’t for one minute believe that these two legends were sat there all day and nobody 
came up to them, but at that moment it just seemed wrong to me that there wasn’t a huge crowd 
gathered around their table. Jushin Liger, whom could be heard from any part of the gym laughing 
and just generally being a great man, went over to Tenzan & Kojima’s table, still with nobody 
around it, and yelled with as much irony as he could muster, “T-Shirt, £300, SOLD OUT!” After 
getting a look at Tanahashi’s Tokyo Dome contract, holding the briefcase, and having Nakamura 
put the IC title belt over my shoulder, I walked over to the TenCozy table and enquired about 
getting a picture. All I wanted initially was a picture with both of them together, however this 
became quite the confusing deal due to the wacky way paying for pictures and 8x10s worked. The 
gimmick was you could pay £10 for just a picture and for an extra £5 you got a signed 8x10. So 
when I asked for a “picture,” Tenzan signed and 8x10 and handed it to me. Well, I couldn’t just say 
“no thank you Mr Tenzan”, now could I? In the end I came away with a picture with both Tenzan 
& Kojima separately, plus the signed 8x10. Both guys were really friendly, especially Kojima, who
pulled me in for the photo in such an enthusiastic manner you would have thought we had just won 
the All Asia Tag Team championships. He also took a liking to Bev and insisted he shake her hand 
before we moved along to Gedo & Okada. There was yet more Jushin Liger greatness though, as 
while the confusion over the Tenzan & Kojima picture was going on, he ran over to us, put his 
hand on my shoulder and robustly encouraged me to, “BUY T-SHIRT, £300!” I laughed and held 
out my wallet and said, “Ok, take, take.” Tenzan & Kojima chuckled, but Liger was so impressed 
with my generosity that he let out a vigorous, “OHH!” then patted me on the back and said, “Very 
good.”  Up next was Okada & Gedo’s table and Bev had her picture taken with both of them, while
I only went for Okada, since I needed to make sure I had enough money for a picture with the 
greatest man alive. When I approached his table with Kushida, Liger offered me one of his T-
Shirts, again for “THREE HUNDRED POUND!” I said, “Just picture, please” and he replied, “Ok, 
T-Shirt SOLD-OUT!” Apparently, this must have been Liger’s way of entertaining himself all day, 
because he had a sign ready to go which read, “T-Shirt, ¥500, SOLD-OUT!” He gleefully held it up 
during our photo and gave me another pat on the back as I walked away without any doubt in my 
mind that I had just met the greatest man in the history of the planet. So wrapped up in Liger’s 
antics was I, that I barely even noticed poor Kushida who was sitting right to him, or even Naito at 
the next table. Liger was that guy who just made everybody in the room pay attention to him no 
matter what, and that was quite an achievement considering who else was there. The wackiness 
didn’t end there though, as before we left Bev decided she wanted a picture with Tanahashi, so I 
got ready to take the photo and who is causing a commotion on the opposite side of the room? You 
got it, Jushin Liger, who had pressed himself up against the full length window of the gym like a 
giant starfish and was waving his arms up and down like he was trying to make a snow angel. On 
top of that, he was facing out into the parking lot and as people walked by, some of whom were not 
even there to see the wrestlers, he banged on the glass and continued with his starfish game. 
Imagine you have just gone down to the local leisure centre for a swim or whatever and when you 
get there, a strange Japanese man in a weird mask is there to greet you by banging on the window 
which he has pressed his entire body up against. 

Revolution Pro Wrestling “Uprising” – October 2nd 2015
York Hall: Bethnal Green, London.

Show opened with the British Tag Team Champions, The Revolutionists of Sha Samuels & James
Castle, interrupting the proceedings and challenging any team to an open challenge. Samuels, like 
the fine heel that he is, made sure to tell ring announcer and promoter, Andy Quildan, to declare 
that it would be a non-title match. Satoshi Kojima & Hiroyoshi Tenzan made somewhat of a 
surprise appearance, as they were only advertised for the following night in Reading, and the 
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legendary, five-time IWGP Tag Team Champions accepted the challenge. 

Non-Title: The Revolutionists (Sha Samuels & James Castle) (British Tag Team Champions) 
vs. TenCozy (Satoshi Kojima & Hiroyoshi Tenzan).  – Revolutionists over in 8:30. Like most 
TenCozy matches these days, it wasn’t anything special. Kojima can still go when required, but 
Tenzan is severely limited. Nevertheless, the crowd were into the legends big time and it was fun to
see them hit all their spots. Fans hissed along for Tenzan’s Mongolian chops and a few even joined 
in with Kojima’s “Icchauzo Bakayaro” elbow drop. Kojima sold for the heat and Tenzan made the
comeback. Finish saw Kojima nail Tenzan with a lariat by mistake then Samuels nailed Kojima 
with a low-blow and Castle hit him with his Tag Team title belt behind the refs back. (** ¼ )

ACH vs. Martin Kirby. – Kirby over in 11:48. Solid stuff here. Kirby was subbing for his former 
Project Ego tag partner, Kris Travis, who sadly had to retire earlier this month due to ill-health. 
ACH, who’s charisma doesn’t really come across on TV because the guy oozes the stuff in person, 
was making his UK debut and did some comedy stuff early. Kirby looked good and was in place to 
take all of ACH’s wacky moves. For the finish, Kirby avoided a 450 and got the pin with the 
FameAsser. On commentary the announcers put over that Kirby dedicated the match to Kris 
Travis, so him going over was the right move and a nice story.

Non-Title: Big Damo vs. Shinsuke Nakamura (IWGP Intercontinental Champion). – 
Nakamura over in 15:12. They set this match up in June when Damo beat Tomohiro Ishii and 
Nakamura came out for a face-off, kind of like they do in Japan, and it ended up being one hell of 
a match. Like Ishii before him, Nakamura worked a match to make the much bigger Damo look 

like a monster and did a fantastic job. Damo 
overpowered Nakamura and hit a bunch of big 
moves, including a One Winged Angel and his coast-
to-coast Van Terminator. Nakamura would get bursts 
of offence in, but Damo constantly shut him down. It 
built to a double-down after Nakamura landed a 
jumping knee strike off the second rope and Damo 
came back with a Samoan Drop and a senton splash. 
Then things got insane. Damo delivered an inverted 
lifting DDT, like the reverse Bloody Sunday, and 
everyone inside the building thought Nakamura had 
broken his neck. Watching live it literally looked like 
he was spiked right on top of his head, but upon 
watching the VOD it wasn’t as horrific as it first 

appeared. Still, it was a scary spot. The finish was equally as crazy, as Nakamura unloaded a flurry
of strikes and hit the Boma Ye and Damo kicked out at one! The place went nuts and Damo slapped
himself in the face to fire up. Nakamura then went for his Reverse Powerslam but Damo didn’t 
rotate enough and he took a gross looking bump right on the back of his head and neck. Nakamura 
finished him off with another Boma Ye. (**** ½ )

Hiroshi Tanahashi & Jushin “Thunder” Liger vs. Kazuchika Okada (IWGP Heavyweight 
Champion) & Gedo. – Tanahashi & Liger over in 17:12. In comparison to the previous match, 
this was like a house show match you’d get on NJPW World, but still, seeing these four wrestle in 
person was an amazing experience. Tiger Hattori was the referee and he got a great reception from
the UK fans. Gedo & Okada played subtle heels and got the heat on Liger. Tanahashi ran wild off
the hot tag and we had a longer than expected exchange between Tanahashi & Okada. Just 
watching these two work in a unspectacular tag match felt special and was a timely reminder of 
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why their feud has been the backbone of New Japan for over three years. Everyone hit their 
signature stuff, the dropkick, slingblade, shotei, the Gedo-clutch. Finish saw Tanahashi pin Gedo 
with the High Fly Flow. (*** ¼)

Best of the Super Juniors Final Rematch: Kushida vs. Kyle O’Reilly (IWGP Jr Tag Team 
Champion). – O’Reilly over in 17:23. Excellent match; it was the first match back after 
intermission so it took the crowd a while to get going, but the place was rocking by the end and 
both men received a standing ovation for their efforts. There were a couple of really great little 
subtleties here, like O’Reilly grabbing his own tights to block the Hoverboard Lock and Kushida 
doing the old Ricky Morton babyface in peril deal of making eye contact and reaching out to the 
fans at ringside. They did a ton of reversals early and both men worked on the other’s arm to soften 
it up for their respective submission holds. Things really picked up when Kushida landed his 
awesome straight right hand, which received a “Holy Sh*t” chant due to how great it looked. They 
had a fabulous strike battle which resulted in a double-down. Kushida went for a springboard and 
O’Reilly caught him in the cross armbreaker. They did a bunch of great near-falls and the finish 
came when O’Reilly hooked Kushida in a triangle. Kushida never tapped, but he “passed out” in 
the hold and the ref called for the bell. It felt like they peaked earlier in the match and the finish 
didn’t quite reach the crescendo that this performance deserved. Regardless, it was still an 
incredible match. (****)

Tetsuya Naito vs. Mark Haskins. – Naito over in 13:02. Good match, but it couldn’t follow the 
previous encounter. Naito came out in his full body costume and mask. If you only know Mark 
Haskins from his brief stint in TNA’s X Division then you might not recognise the great all-rounder
he’s become over the last couple of years. Haskins got a lot of offence in before Naito cut him off 
for the heat and didn’t look out of his league at all in there with the multi-talented Naito. Finish saw
Naito win with his new Destino move. (***)

No DQ Match for the British Cruiserweight Championship: Josh Bodom (C) vs. Jimmy 
Havoc. – Bodom retained in 16:11. This was a fun, wild brawl that was a totally different to 
everything else on the card. They brawled through the crowd, into the bar and took out about four 
rows of ringside seats where I was sitting. Havoc stole the announcers TV monitor, but he ended up
being sent head first into it by Bodom. Bodom used a staple gun that Havoc brought into play and 
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used it on several parts of Havoc’s body, including his genitals. Havoc threw a chair at Bodom’s 
head, but thankfully he got his hands up, then Jimmy got some thumbtacks but Bodom bailed 
before he could use them. Bodom’s fellow Revolutionists, Sha Samuels & James Castle came out
and put a beating on Havoc and Samuels gave Havoc a spinebuster onto the tacks to help Bodom 
get the win. (*** ¼)

Undisputed British Heavyweight Championship: AJ Styles (C) vs. Marty Scurll vs. Will 
Ospreay.  – Styles retained in 18:24. After seeing legends like Kojima & Tenzan, Nakamura & 
Big Damo tear the house down, the spectacle of Tanahashi & Liger vs. Okada & Gedo, the 
Kushida & O’Reilly clinic and a crazy brawl that the fans went crazy for, these three guys had a 
hell of a job on their hands to put on a worthy main event. Thankfully, all three men were on top 
form and had a tremendous match. It was all action and not one of those three-ways where the guys 
take turns at rolling out to the floor and keeping it one-on-one for long periods of time. Scurll & 
Ospreay are two of the best on the UK scene and were right at home working with one of the best 
on the planet, AJ Styles. There were countless awesome three-way spots. Some of the highlights 
included a great sequence of all three men nailing each other with superkicks and Peles, AJ 
performing his phenomenal inverted DDT on both men and Ospreay going for a springboard and 
getting caught by Scurll in the dreaded Chicken Wing. There was an extraordinary near-fall when 
in one fluid motion, Ospreay hit a huge corkscrew plancha over the ring post on to AJ, landed on 
his feet, and ran around to the opposite corner where he performed the Generico tope DDT through 
the ropes on Scurll. Ospreay rolled him in the ring and hit the British Airways but AJ broke up the 
pin at 2.9999. Finish was also pretty spectacular, as AJ planted Ospreay with a Ganso Bomb and 
Scurll slapped the Chicken Wing on Styles. AJ fought to his feet and Ospreay preformed a 
springboard Ace Crusher on Scurll then AJ immediately caught Ospreay in the Styles Clash and 
got the win. (**** ¼)  

Revolution Pro Wrestling “War of the Worlds UK” – October 3rd 2015
Rivermead Leisure Complex: Reading, Berkshire.

Testuya Naito vs. Kushida vs. Martin Kirby. – Naito over in 12:18. Decent opener, however 
unlike the three-way main event of Uprising there was a lot more one guy out, one guy in. Naito 
heeled it up and didn’t get involved for about 5 minutes, before finally he tripped up Kushida from 
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the floor. It was cool seeing Naito and Kushida work together, as I can only recall them facing off 
in a few tag matches since their singles match back in September of 2011. Naito ended up pinning 
Kushida with the Destino. (***)

Lord Gideon Gey w/Rishi Ghosh vs. Gedo. – Gideon over in 8:38. If you’ve never seen Gideon, 
he’s kind of like a throwback, over the top, comedy heel from the World of Sports era and he plays 
the gimmick really quite well. Although, I did see him arriving at the building before the show in 
his regular street clothes, carrying his own bags, and I couldn’t help think to myself that it would 
have been awesome if he made Rishi Ghosh carry his bags into the building. Match was pretty 
basic. Fans were into Gedo and Ghosh interfered a bunch of times. Finish saw Ghosh hit his finish 
on Gedo behind the ref’s back and Gideon won with his House of Lords submission. (** ¼)

The Thrillers (Mark Haskins & Joel Redman) vs. TenCozy (Satoshi Kojima & Hiroyoshi 
Tenzan). – TenCozy over in 12:05. Believe it or not, watching live, I enjoyed this match just about 
as much as anything else on the show. The story they told was great and Kojima & Tenzan were 
both outrageously good in the roles. The Brits got the best of the legends early on and you could see
Kojima getting more and more frustrated. Finally, he offered Redman a handshake then jumped 
him from behind, thus beginning a tremendous heel beat-down with Tenzan pounding Haskins on 
the floor and Kojima pummelling Redman in the ring. I was just expecting a nice little babyface 
vs. legends match, so the heel turn mid-match caught me completely off guard; it was awesome.  
For the finish, the Thrillers hit a double-team foot stomp but Tenzan pulled the ref out to stop the 
count; TenCozy hit Redman with the TenKoji cutter and Kojima finished him off with his strong 
arm lariat. Newsflash: Kojima & Tenzan are awesome! They get a lot of flak these days, mostly 
Tenzan, but watching them live and flip the switch from face to heel so seamlessly, it was 
abundantly obvious that you were watching two absolute masters at work. (*** ¼)

Non-Title Match: Marty Scurll vs. Shinsuke Nakamura (IWGP Intercontinental Champion). 
– Nakamura over in 17:21. These two had a perfectly good, solid match, but they were unable to 
create the magic from their respective matches the night before and it never really felt like they got 
out of third gear. Nakamura did all his signature spots: the vibration boot, running knee in the 
corner, jumping hiza off the ropes. Scrull got a lot of offense and worked over Nakamura’s arm for
the heat and to soften it up for his Chicken Wing, which he eventually locked in but Nakamura got 
to the ropes. They did a similar finish to the Big Damo match, however it didn’t get over nearly as 
big as in York Hall: Scurll kicked out of the Boma Ye at one then Nakamura hit his Reverse 
Powerslam and Scurll got right back up to land a European uppercut. Nakamura came back with a 
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jumping hiza off the second rope and finished Scurll off with one more knee strike to get the pin. 
(*** ½)

Champions vs. Champions: The Revolutionists (Sha Samuels & James Castle) (British Tag 
Team Champions) vs. Karl Anderson & Doc Gallows (IWGP Tag Team Champions). – Bullet 
Club over via DQ at 7:08. This was probably the weakest match of the entire weekend and the 
finish was your typical politically correct deal between champions of two different companies. 
Bullet Club were over big, so naturally the Revolutionists jumped them at the bell to start things 
off with a brawl. Anderson sold for the heat and Gallows made the comeback; finish saw Gallows 
& Gun go for the Magic Killer on Samuels, but Castle came in with one of the tag belts and nailed
both guys with it for the DQ. (**)

Non-Title Match: Will Ospreay vs. Kazuchika Okada (IWGP Heavyweight Champion) 
w/Gedo. – Okada over in 16:32. This was match of the night by a wide margin and Ospreay 
proved again why he might be the best guy on the UK scene by hanging step-for-step with one of 

the best in the world. It was back-and-
forth early then Okada took over and 
played the subtle, arrogant, heel role that 
he does so well and put Ospreay in a 
wacky submission while he rested his 
head on his hand. Ospreay came back 
and landed a handspring gamengiri and 
the Sasuke Special! Ospreay went for an
imploding 450 splash off the top but 
Okada got his knees up. They did some 
really great near-falls, with Okada using 
his Reverse Neckbreaker Drop and 
Ospreay hitting a springboard Ace 
Crusher. For the finish, Ospreay 
countered the Rainmaker and Okada 
reversed another Ace Crusher into the 
Tombstone then landed the Rainmaker to 

end it. – This kind of had that old-school feel of the World Champion coming to town to wrestle the 
top babyface in the territory, and if Rev Pro had an actual TV deal they could build this thing up like
a huge deal for weeks with promos and such. I suppose they could do it on their YouTube show, but 
I imagine that is unlikely.  (**** ¼)

Big Damo vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi. – Tanahashi over in 15:05. In four months, Big Damo has had 
amazing matches with Tomohiro Ishii, Shinsuke Nakamra, and now, Hiroshi Tanahashi. This 
wasn’t as spectacular as the Ishii/Nakamura bouts and was more of a “Tanahashi” match, without 
the stiff strikes or high impact moves, but it was still a very good effort all-round.  Tanahashi 
played babyface in peril and sold for the huge Damo, while coming back briefly with a few hope 
spots here and there. Damo use the One Winged Angel and his nasty high angle inverted DDT for a 
couple of near-falls. Tanahashi landed an impressive Superplex and they engaged in some nice 
back-and-forth exchanges. Finish saw Tanahashi avoid the coast-to-coast Van Termination, hit the 
Slingblade and get the pin with the High Fly Flow. (*** ¾)

Undisputed British Heavyweight Championship: AJ Styles (C) vs. Jushin “Thunder” Liger. – 
Styles retained in 15:05. This is probably the best Liger singles match I’ve seen in a long time, or at
least since he faced Adam Cole in ROH last year. Liger shone early and did all of his submissions; 
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AJ dove off the apron and Liger sent him into one of the posts that held up the lighting rig then he 
slammed AJ on the floor. Liger worked over the back with some more holds but was cut off when 
Styles reversed a baseball slide into a Uranage Backbreaker on the floor. AJ kept looking for the 
Calf Killer and finally got it, however Liger got to the ropes after a long struggle. Liger pulled out 
a top rope Frankensteiner then got a near-fall with the shotei and a Ligerbomb. There was a 
tremendous sequence that saw Liger throw a bunch of shotei strikes; AJ came back with an 
enzuigiri, landed Bloody Sunday and went for the Styles Clash, Liger countered but AJ hit the Pele
and Liger fired back with his rolling koppu kick for a double-down. Finish saw Liger go for 
another Frankensteiner but AJ countered and after a battle for position he hit the Styles Clash to 
retain the belt.  (*** ¾) 

The man!

WWE Live at MSG – October 3rd 2015
Madison Square Garden: New York, NY.
Ben Carass.

Well, when WWE advertises a live house show special for the Network they indeed deliver a house 
show that you can watch, funnily enough, from your own house. There was nothing remarkable 
about the show at all; even Brock Lesnar throwing around Big Show, whilst a lot of fun, didn’t 
really have much consequence. That being said, I enjoyed this two and a half hour show infinitely 
more than most RAWs, mainly because we just got a bunch of solid wrestling and no hideous 
creative or 20 minute promos to ruin it. 

Randy Orton & Dolph Ziggler vs. Sheamus & Rusev w/Summer Rae. – Orton & Ziggler over 
in 9:02. Decent opener; these guys were originally announced in two separate singles matches but 
throwing them into a tag at least meant we didn’t have to endure another Orton/Sheamus match. It 
was your basic house show tag match: Ziggler sold for the heat, Orton made the comeback and 
pinned Sheamus with the RKO. Afterwards, Rusev cut an angry promo on Sheamus for being a 
loser and Sheamus got his heat back by laying Rusev out with a Brogue kick. (** ¾)

Renee interviewed Corporate Kane in the back. He was on crutches, “selling” the Pillmanizing 
angle from RAW, and wished Seth Rollins luck in his cage match with John Cena. Corporate 
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Kane added that he would keep a look out for that “Demon guy”. 

Neville vs. Stardust. – Neville over in 7:20. Another basic house show match. Neville landed a nice
springboard moonsault. Stardust put on Neville’s cape and tried to come off the top but Neville cut 
him off. Neville hit the Red Arrow for the finish. (**)

Paul Heyman was with Renee in the back. He cut an amazing promo and put over MSG, compared
Big Show to the Boston Celtics and said his “home team”, Brock Lesnar, would be on offense 
tonight and the hallowed halls of MSG would become Suplex City. This was much better than the 
go-home promo Heyman cut on RAW. 

Team PCB vs. Team Bella. – Team Bella over in 8:35. This was an abomination and a prime 
example of why the main roster will never utilize the women correctly. Whoever agented this needs 
to be sent one of those dreaded internal memos about how much of a failure this was. The idiot 
babyfaces, Charlotte & Becky, once again teamed up with Paige, who has turned on them at least 
twice now. Story of the match was Paige made a blind tag while Charlotte had the Figure-Eight on 
Nikki, which angered Charlotte & Becky. Team Bella then got the heat on Paige, who I could 
have sworn turned heel in two different angles. Nobody cared at all, apart from the stupid faces, 
who were cheering on the girl who turned on them. Paige went to make the tag and Charlotte & 
Becky jumped down off the apron to give Paige a taste of her own medicine, however everybody 
booed the babyfaces and Nikki pinned Paige with her Rack Attack. Paige cut a promo afterwards 
about how she couldn’t believe her “best friends” would do something like that to her. It sucked. (*)

We thought that you would like a picture AJ Styles with his eyes closed here more 
than the Bellas.

IC Championship: Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens (C) – Owens retained in 8:10. Match was 
good, but way too short. Beforehand, Jericho cut an awesome babyface promo about how it was 
the 25th anniversary of his debut at the Moose Hall in Ponoka, Alberta. He pointed out Lance 
Storm, whom he wrestled that night in 1990, Don Callis & Len Olson in the front row and put 
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over his dad, Ted Irvine, who played at the Garden for the New York Rangers. It was a really good 
promo, however there was no sign at all of the heel turn tease from Night of Champions. Since they 
didn’t have much time, they immediately went back-and-forth with near-falls. Finish saw Jericho 
counter the Pop-up Powerbomb and go for the Walls, however Owens poked him in the eye and 
pinned him with an inside cradle.  (***)

Tag Team Championship: The Dudley Boyz vs. New Day (Kofi & Big E) w/Xavier Woods (C). 
– Dudleys over via DQ at 6:40 (New Day retained the titles.) Typical New Day match, with Xavier
Woods stealing the show with his trombone antics. Dudleys hit 3D on Kofi but Woods ran in and 
broke up the pin for the DQ. Post-match, New Day went to put D-Von through a table while Woods
played “Taps” on the trombone. The Dudleys turned things around and ended up giving Xavier the 
3D through the table. (** ¼)

Brock Lesnar w/Paul Heyman vs. Big Show. – Lesnar over in 4:08. A fun Lesnar destruction, 
but hardly as memorable as some of his other matches. Brock shot in for a double-leg and Show 
dumped him over the top. Show hit three Chokeslams for a near-fall that nobody in the building 
bought as the finish. Lesnar gave Show three Germans and went for the F5, but he was off balance 
and dropped Show before he could hit the move. They didn’t panic and Lesnar hit Show with 
another German then pinned him with a successful F5. Afterwards, Brock came back and hit a 
scary Overhead Belly-to-Belly and another F5. (** ½)

Steel Cage Match for the US Championship: Seth Rollins (WWE Champion) vs. John Cena 
(US Champion). – Cena retained in 22:20. Throughout the night the announcers talked about some
of the famous cage matches in MSG history: Bruno/Hansen, Patterson/Backlund, Bruno/Koloff 
etc. Cena & Rollins had a regular match inside a cage, which will go down as a mere footnote 
compared to the aforementioned matches. Cena went for his leg drop off the top and Rollins turned
it into a Powerbomb for a near-fall at 8:15. At 12:00, Cena got the STF and Rollins tried to crawl 
out the cage door; they went back and forth in a mad scramble to try make it out of the door and 
finally, Rollins slammed the cage door into Cena’s head. Finish was stupid. Rollins climbed to the 
top of the cage, however DEMONKANE’S music hit and instead of just climbing down to win 
then running away, Rollins just sat on top of the cage while DEMONKANE strolled down to 
ringside. Rollins then decided he would rather do a frog splash off the cage instead of climbing 
down; Cena moved and Rollins crashed and burned on the mat. Cena followed up with the AA for 
the win.  Post-match saw DEMONKANE leave Rollins for dead with a tombstone. (*** ½ )

RAW Ramblings – October 5th 2015.
TD Garden: Boston, MA.
Ben Carass.

RAW wasn’t as abhorrent as last week, however the creative is still an absolute mess and this show 
was one of those never-ending episodes that became almost unbearable to sit through. We’ve got a 
lot to cover this week, so my recap of RAW will thankfully not be a gruelling marathon like the 
show itself. You can count on one hand the number of good segments this week and still have a 
finger or two left over.

Pros: Brock Lesnar & Paul Heyman opened the show and Heyman cut an awesome promo about
Brock killing the Undertaker at Hell in a Cell. Big Show came out and tried to shake Lesnar’s 
hand after the ass-kicking he took at MSG. Brock laughed at him and walked away like an amazing
cocky jerk, so Show said he hoped Taker beat him at HIAC. This was enough for Lesnar to get 
back in the ring and hit Show with another scary Overhead Belly-to-Belly and an F5. Big Show was
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booked to be Seth Rollins tag partner against the Dudely Boyz later on, but this angle wrote him 
off the rest of the show and Corporate Kane took his place, which we’ll get into shortly. Brock 
throwing around men is always great, but sadly for the show, and presumably the majority of the 
viewership that turned over to football once they saw Lesnar, it was all downhill from there. 
Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose & Randy Orton beat The Wyatt Family in 15:50 then Reigns 
pinned Harper with a spear. Match was probably the best on the show, although that is extremely 
low praise. We’d seen this all before and it wasn’t much until the parade of big moves down the 
stretch, but hey, I’m clutching at straws here to find positive things to talk about on this show. 
Afterwards, Reigns said he would beat Wyatt inside Hell in a Cell. 

So Summer Rae came out for a promo in the 10:30 death spot and I figured they had lost their 
minds. However, she ended up calling out Rusev and played a cheesy video package about how 
much they loved each other. Summer got down on one knee and popped the question and her big 
bad RuRu said yes! We’re getting a wedding! Rusev had one condition though and that was he 
wouldn’t marry Summer until he had championship gold around his waist. Weddings traditionally 
do big ratings and with Vince in the midst of his annual freak-out due to the sinking ratings, it’s no 
wonder he has gone to his trusty old bag of tricks. “WE NEED A WEDDING, DAMMIT!”

Kevin Owens squashed Sin Cara in 2:45. Match was absolutely nothing, however at least the IC 
champion won a match in decisive fashion instead of being buried like a geek. Owens attacked 
Kalisto afterwards; Ryback ran down to make the save and Owens bailed. 

Cons: Virtually everything else was horrible. Sheamus squashed Neville in 0:35. King Barrett 
was on commentary and said nothing; he distracted Neville for the finish. 

Corporate Kane & Seth Rollins were involved in a terrible in-ring verbal exchange of phony 
dialogue. Rollins made a joke about Kane & Tom Brady both having “deflated balls” and super 
babyface, Stephanie McMahon, showed up for what was one of the most sickening displays of 
sycophantism in a long time. Steph chastised the WWE Champ and cut a babyface promo about 
how the Patriots would win the Superbowl again this year, which instantly made her a hero in 
Boston. She booked Rollins vs. Kane for the title at Hell in a Cell then added the stip that if Kane 
lost then Corporate Kane would be fired as Director of Operations. 

Natalya beat Paige in a dull 6 minute match. 

New Day interrupted Stephanie while she was on the phone in the back and she, of course, 
emasculated all of them and booked them in another match with the Dudleys at HIAC. She didn’t 
bother to add a stipulation or anything after their last two matches ended with the exact same DQ 
run-in. Since it is October, there was the usual patronising Susan G Koman stuff. I’m not saying 
anything else about it, but I do not disagree with what CM Punk Tweeted during this segment. 
The Dudley Boyz over Rollins & Kane via DQ at 14:02; match was ponderous and the finish 
stank. Rollins dropkicked a table, which was going to be used against him, into the Dudleys and he 
was disqualified. DEMONKANE showed up and went after Rollins but ate a 3D for attacking the 
Dudleys on SmackDown. Rollins handcuffed DEMONKANE to the rope and blathered about 
nothing in particular. DEMONKANE used his mutant healing powers to break free and chokeslam 
Rollins through a table. 

Team Bella arrived in a limo and Team Bad showed up in an Escalade; they exchanged catty barbs 
in the parking lot to set up a six-diva tag. Sasha was over huge in her hometown, so naturally they 
had her come out to Naomi’s music like a complete geek. Match was boring and the fans didn’t 
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care about anything that didn’t involve Sasha. The one positive about this was that Sasha wasn’t 
buried in her hometown and tapped out Alicia Fox with the Banks Statement at 11:25. 

Main event was John Cena’s US Open Challenge. Dolph Ziggler’s music hit but he didn’t appear, 
instead New Day showed up carrying his limp carcass and left him for dead on the stage. They did 
their usual fun goofy stuff and said Big E was going to face Cena. So the match started at 10:55pm 
and the immediately went to a commercial break. When they came back the show was already into 
the overrun and Cena sold forever, but obviously nobody believed that E had a chance of winning. 
And he didn’t. E tried to hit Cena with Xavier’s trombone and Cena countered to win with the AA 
in 9:55. Kofi & Xavier jumped Cena afterwards and Dolph Ziggler came out to help, however 
Ziggler ended up superkicking Cena and New Day beat them both down. The Dudleys stormed 
the ring but they were also beaten up by the new monster heels, the New Day, and the wacky, 
dancing, clapping, trombone playing babyfaces stood tall to close the show. I love the New Day as 
much as anyone else, but how is anyone supposed to take them seriously as a top heel act and a 
threat to the likes of John Cena with all their goofy antics? At least it was something different to 
end the show, but I don’t see the New Day as top heels for any prolonged length of time.

NXT TakeOver: Respect – October 7th 2015
Full Sail University: Winter Park, FL. 
Ben Carass.

There’s already a lot of hyperbole floating around online about this show being one of the best 
WWE events of the year. Undoubtedly, it was really enjoyable to sit through and there was nothing 
bad on the show at all, however calling it the one of the best shows of the year is going a little 
overboard. On the other hand, you certainly could make the case that, from top-to-bottom, this was 
the best Takeover special to-date in terms of in-ring action. The crowd was super-hot pretty much 
all night and played their part in ensuring that the Sasha/Bayley main event came off like 
something special.  On the pre-show there was a goofy segment with all the Rhodes family, 
Dusty’s wife and daughters were there with Dustin, Cody & Eden. Cody put over Dusty and they 
unveiled the Dusty Rhodes Cup that would be presented to the winners of the Dusty Classic 
Tournament and in true Dusty fashion, it was ridiculously over the top. 
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Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic Semi-Final: Finn Balor (NXT Champion) & Samoa Joe vs. 
Scott Dawson & Dash Wilder. – Balor & Joe over in 8:57. Solid opener. Dawson & Wilder 
looked really good, it’s too bad they’ll never be anything but a prelim tag team. Story of the match 
was the heels getting the heat on Balor and working over his knee. Joe made an awesome 
comeback off the hot tag and the finish saw Joe hit the muscle buster on wilder and Balor hit the 
double stomp. There was a really subtle hint at a possible heel turn for Balor, as he demanded Joe 
give him the tag so he could get the pin. Balor also sold his knee after he hit his finish and the 
announcers played up big that he may have caused himself more damage going into the final. (** 
¾)

Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic Semi-Final: Jason Jordan & Chad Gable vs. Rhyno & Baron 
Corbin. – Rhyno & Corbin over in 10:29. An unexpectedly really good match. Jordan & Gable 
worked as the faces and were awesome, especially Gable. It kind of gave away that Rhyno & 
Corbin were going over so we’d get a heel/face dynamic in the final, but still this match had no 
right to be as good as it was. They worked it like a traditional tag in the sense that the faces out 
wrestled the heels until the bad guys cheated to get the heat on Gable, who’s selling was great. 
Jordan ran wild and there was a short parade of moves which saw Gable hit the Chaos Theory 
German on Corbin and Rhyno gore Jordan to the outside. Finish saw Corbin pin Gable with the 
End of Days and the crowd were not happy at all with the outcome. (*** ¼)
Asuka vs. Dana Brooke w/Emma. – Asuka over in 5:23. This was a 5 star carry job by Asuka, 
who made Dana Brooke look somewhat competent. She tied Dana up in a bunch of submissions 
and pulled off a tremendous rolling armbar. Dana got a little heat after Emma got involved and the 
match quality took a nose dive while she was on offense, but Asuka came back with a big German 
and submitted Brooke with the Cross Face Chicken Wing. – Asuka deserves a bonus for this 
performance. (***)

Finn Balor was being checked on in the trainer’s room and Joe was in the background looking 
annoyed. The Nia Jax vignette aired and she’ll be debuting on next week’s TV. 
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Tyler Breeze vs. Apollo Crews. – Crews over in 9:41. If there was any downtime on this show 
then it came during this match, as the crowd weren’t really into it as much as the three previous 
bouts. It was a pretty basic affair until the near-falls, although Crews took a nasty looking bump 
into the LED board on the side of the ring for the heat spot. Breeze got his knees up on the standing
moonsault, which everyone bought as the finish. Crews landed a big boot out of the corner and hit a
powerbomb for the win. (** ¾)

Hideo Itami was sat in the crowd with Funaki; there was no update on when he’d be back in 
action.

Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic Final: Finn Balor (NXT Champion) & Samoa Joe vs. Rhyno 
& Baron Corbin. – Joe & Balor over in 10:57. Balor started the match and the announcers played 
up that he was trying to cover up his injured knee and he tagged Joe in at the first sign of the heels 
going after the knee. Joe shone for a while but the heels doubled up to work him over for the heat; 
Rhyno got a near-fall with a Belly-to-Belly. Balor made the comeback and sold the knee when he 
leapfrogged over Corbin then Rhyno cut him off with a chopblock to the bad leg. Corbin wrapped 
Balor’s knee around the post and the heels took a turn at working him over. Joe ran wild again and 
hit all his signature spots, however Rhyno shut him down with a gore. Balor came back and 
dumped Corbin over the top then the faces hit their finishes on Rhyno to get the win and the Dusty
Rhodes Cup. Post-match saw the Rhodes Family present Joe & Balor with the enormous Dusty 
Cup and Cody Rhodes cut a nice promo about everyone in the building being a Rhodes for the 
night. (***) 

Charlotte, Becky Lynch and yes, Stephanie McMahon, were at ringside for the main event 
because you know Stephanie has to get her face all over everything to do with the women.
30 Minute Iron Man Match for the NXT Women’s Championship: Bayley (C) vs. Sasha 
Banks.  – Bayley retained 3 falls to 2 in an excellent match; it couldn’t top the emotion of the 
Brooklyn match, but both women worked so hard to live up to what they did last time and they were
at least in the same ballpark. They started slow as you would expect and both went for a bunch of 
early pinning combinations. There was a scary spot where Sasha nearly landed on her head while 
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taking a Japanese armdrag, but they got right back on track. Each woman countered the other’s 
finish and Bayley offered Sasha a handshake; Sasha obliged, but like a true heel she landed a cheap
shot from behind. First fall came when Sasha poked Bayley in the eye, which the ref didn’t see, and
pinned Bayley with an inside cradle at 9:35. Bayley quickly evened it up at 11:00 with the Belly-to-
Bayley after countering Sasha’s double knees spot. Sasha sent Bayley into the steps a bunch of 
time and then she became the greatest heel, all-time, all my life, when she stole Izzy’s (Bayley’s 
superfan) bow from her hair, causing this 8 year-old girl to burst into tears and hide in her father’s 
arms. THIS WAS FABULUOUS! Sasha went up 2-1 when she took Bayley to the top of the 
entrance way and sent her into the big LED board, which led to a count-out at 14:15. Sasha used 
the Lion tamer and stomped on Bayley’s hand, one of many call-backs to their Brooklyn match, 
however Bayley rolled through into a pinning combo and made it 2-2 at 17:25. Sasha hit her double
knees while Bayley was in the Tree of Woe and they ended up on the floor again; Bayley sent 
Sasha’s and into the steps a bunch of times. Bayley hit a diving clothesline off the steps, but Sasha 
kicked her back into them and went for a tope. Bayley caught her and landed the Belly-to-Bayley 
on the floor and the place went nuts. With 4 minutes left, Bayley delivered a Belly-to-Bayley off 
the top but Sasha got her foot on the rope. Bayley went for the super reverse rana but Sasha 
managed to roll though and hit Bayley with her own Belly-to-Belly for an awesome near-fall. 
Sasha got the Banks Statement with about 90 seconds remaining but her hand was too weak to 
fully lock it in. Bayley escaped by bending back the fingers on the injured hand and applied an 
armbar with 20 second remaining. Bayley kicked Sasha in the head and synched down on the hold 
and Sasha tapped out with 2 seconds remaining, giving Bayley with decisive fall at 29:58. 
Afterwards, HHH & Regal showed up with flowers for both women. Sara Del Rey was out there 
too, as was Stephanie, just because. Bayley & Sasha were in tears and hugged each other and all 
the wrestlers came out on the stage to applaud the women. (**** ¼) 
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Next Week's Issue

Unfortunately, due to looming finals I will be on a writing hiatus for the next month or so as I 
prepare for and write my final examinations of the year. Never fear, however, as the newsletter will 
still be published every week with content on behalf of Ben such as the Pro-Wres digest, RAW 
coverage, and so on. 

Contact
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